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lf Christ Had Not Come 
By W. M. Czamanske 


F CHRIST had not come down to men 
From His blest Home above, 
There would have been no Christian faith, 

No eertain hope, nor love. 


But since He came, as long foretold, 
And once for all was slain, 

Faith rests on His redeeming work 
And is no longer vain. 


And since we know He loved us first, 
His love constrains our own, . 

It warms our hearts and stirs our hands 
To live for Him alone. 


And hope is now an anchor sure 
That enters in the veil 

Where none of His shall be ashamed 
And not one promise fail. 


Thankful for God's Righteousness 

Thoughts of God's holiness should 
strike awe into the heart of sinner and 
saint, “for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” “It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God”; “for our God is a con- 
suming fire’ (Heb. 10:31;'12:29). It. is 
a wholesome experience to have a burn- 
ing conviction of sin which finds no 
relief except in the sacrifice of Christ. 
But all believers should be thankful for 


the holiness and righteousness of God, 
The Psalmist said, “Sing unto the Lord, 
O ye saints of his, and give thanks at 
the remembrance of his holiness” (Psa. 
30:4). We can trust Him wholly, be- 
cause He “is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5); because 
He is “the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning” (Jas. 1:17); because His judg- 
ment is always absolutely just, and not 
warped by limited knowledge or preju- 
dice. In his comments on the Seventy- 
first Psalm, Matthew Henry has an un- 
usually fine passage on divine righteous- 
ness, which may be unknown to many and 
yet which is well worth repeating. The 
Psalmist said, “My mouth shall shew 
forth thy righteousness and thy salva- 
tion all the day ... my tongue also 
shall talk of thy righteousness all the 
day long” (vs. 15, 24). “He will speak 
of God’s righteousness and His salvation, 
as great things,” wrote Matthew Henry, 
“things which he :was well acquainted 
with, and much affected with, which he 
desired God might have the glory of and 
others might have the comfortable 
knowledge of. . . . God’s righteousness, 
which David seems here to be in a par- 


ticular manner affected with, ipcludes 
a great deal: the rectitude of His nature, 
the equity of His providential disposals, 
the righteous laws He has given us to 
be ruled by, the righteous promises He 
has given us to depend upon, and the 
everlasting righteousness which His Son 
has brought in for our justification. . 
God’s righteousness and His salvation 
are here joined together; let no man 
think to put them asunder, nor expect 
salvation without righteousness. .. . If 
these two are made the objects of our 
desire, let them be made the subjects 
of: our discourse all the day, for they 
are subjects that can never be ex- 
hausted.” However much we may love 
and trust a man, and look to him as an 
example, and value his counsel, yet we 
know that no man is infallible, that in 
everyone there are some flaws, some 
sins, that every man is limited in his 
knowledge, unconsciously biased by vari- 
ous influences. But in God love and 
holiness, mercy and righteousness are 
perfectly blended, and He makes no mis- 
takes. So let us give thanks at the 
remembrance of His holiness, and ask 
Him to cleanse our hearts and make us 
holy through His Spirit and His Word. 


Christian Schools—an Answer 
to Delinquency 


EPAIRING the dikes before a flood 
R is infinitely better than trying to 

rescue people and salvage house- 
hold goods during the flood and paying 
for the damage afterward. It is far 
better to lead a young child to Christ 
and get him firmly grounded in the 
Word of God in his early school years 
than to try to give him the answers 
to evolution and protect him against the 








Comfort for Dark Days . 





“It is of the Lord’s mercies that 
we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning: great is thy 

















faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22, 23). 
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* School, 


downpull of the world only in high 
school and college years. One of the 
most encouraging efforts in our country 
toward the saving of our children is the 
growing Christian school movement. 
Hundreds of parents and teachers have 


“awakened to the fact that something 


must be done, and they are doing it! 
Let us look at a typical example of the 
Christian day school. 

The Camden County Christian Day 
Haddon Heights, N. J., was 
founded in 1946. Today it has a teach- 
ing staff of nine and an enrollment of one 
hundred and sixty. It rents two school 


jbuses which bring children from fifteen 


surrounding towns. It is sponsored by 
an association of Christians who have 
banded together from many Bible-be- 





lieving churches in the area, and is 
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founded upon the Word of God. Article 
II of the Constitution states: “The basis 
of the Association is the infallible Word 
of God interpreted in accordance with 
the Reformed Standards. The Associa- 
tion is committed to the following fun- 
damental principles: (a) That the in- 
struction and education of children in 
the sehool, as well as in the home, must 
be in accordance with the Word of God. 
(b) That education is primarily the re- 
sponsibility of the parents.” Article III 
declares that “the purpose of the Asso- 
ciation is to establish: a private school 
(or schools) which will give to the youth 
of the community instruction in all sub- 
jects normally taught in public and pri- 
vate schools, such instruction to be in 
agreement with Article II, to the end 
that the students may grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of God.” From 
a booklet describing the school, the fol- 
lowing paragraphs are taken: 

“The Bible is not forgotten when the 
Bible class ends. Its truths are the 
foundation for the study of all subjects. 
History, geography, social science, and 
even mathematics are viewed in the light 
of God’s works of creation, providence, 
and redemption. The Christian philos- 
ophy underlies and permeates the study 
of each subject. The Word of God is 
the rule for the use of all those things 
studied in the school curriculum. . . 
Of great importance in the training of 

. more than one hundred other boys 
and girls is the presence of a competent 
teaching staff of true Christians. These 
teachers, trained in colleges and univer- 
sities, are also well versed in the Scrip- 
ture. They are concerned about the 
personal salvation of each pupil and they 
“do much toward molding the lives of 
the children into the likeness of their 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Daily 
a volume of prayer rises to God in be- 
half of their work. . . . The Association 
holds that it is hot simply a desirable 
aim but rather a solemn obligation to 
see that children receive instruction and 
education which is in accordance with 
the Word of God. Since the Association 
is persuaded that God holds parents re- 
sponsible for giving such training to 
their children, therefore, the school is 
not under state control nor under the 
control of any particular: church, but 
rather of an Associatjon consisting 
largely of Christian parents.” A moder- 


ate tuition charge is made, and the rates’ 


decrease appreciably when two or more 
children from the same family attend 
the school. “Its scholastic standards 
are equal to, or superior to, those of 
other schools” (that is, the usual public 
schools). Article IX of the Constitution 
states: “All members of the teaching 
staff must declare their unconditional 
acceptance of the basis and purpose of 
the Association as expressed in Articles 
II and III of this Constitution; they must 
be qualified to teach at least according 
to the standards of the best public and 
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private schools; they must be members 
of a church whose doctrine is in agree- 
ment with these Articles; they must be 
Scripturally sound in their teaching and 
lead a Christian life.” 

What has been done by the Christian 
School Association of Camden County, 
N. J., is typical of what is being done 
today in scores of other communities. 
These quotations from its literature are 
given as illustrations and as an en- 
couragement to Christian parents and 
teachers throughout the country. 

A number of sound, Christian boarding 
schools have, of course, been in existence 
for many years. Examples of these are 
the Stdny Brook School for Boys, Stony 
Brook, L. I.; Wheaton Academy, affili- 
ated with Wheaton College, Ill; and 
Hampden DuBose Academy, Zellwood, 
Fla. The teaching in all of these schools 
centers around the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, and at the same time the, 
teaching standards are kept on high 
levels for secondary schools. 

Some twenty years ago the National 
Union of Christian Schools was formed. 
It is a movement officially committed 
to the Reformed doctrines, and one 
which has rendered valuable service 
in promoting Bible-centered schools 
throughout the country, Out of the 
Union in May, 1947, grew the National 
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Association of Christian Schools, an af- 
filiate of the National Association of 
Evangelicals and having the same doc- 
trinal basis» A leader in the modern 
Christian school movement since its 
earliest days is Dr. Mark Fakkema, and 
he is now the Educational Director of 
the National Association of Christian 
Schools, with headquarters at 542 S. 
Déarborn St., Chicago 5. The third 
anniversary report of the Association 
said: 

“During this mid-century year we have 
published our first Christian school year- 
book publication. It lists about 150 
sehools of elementary and secondary 
level that have informed us that they 
subscribe to the evangelical doetrinal 
statement to which our Association 
stands committed. These 150 schools are 
located in 32 states, the District of Co- 
lumbia; and Canada. In addition to list- 
ing existing Christian schools, this new 
publication gives the locations of 49 com- 
munities that look forward to opening a 
Christian school in the near future. 
These 49 prospective schools are located 
in 23 different states of the Union.” 

“Perhaps the most encouraging sign in 
the present upsurge of Christian school 
interest,” continues the ré@port, “is the 
steadily growing demand for a positive 


(Continued on page 505) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Why the Absence of 
Apostolic Miracles? 


There is a question that is perplex- 
ing the minds of a number of sincere 
Christians, and it has occurred to me 
that perhaps you may be able to shed 
some light upon the question. 


There is the verse in 1 Corinthians 
12:28 which goes as follows, “And God 
hath set some inthe church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healing, helps, governments, diversi- 
ties of tongues.” Have any of these 
specific gifts as mentioned in this 
verse—e.g., gifts of healing, miracles, 
and diversities of tongues—been taken 
from the Church? As far as I have 
studied Church history, there is no 
mention of these gifts being definitely 
withdrawn from the true Christian 
Church. As I have read the Acts of 
the Apostles, nowhere do we find that 
God has in one place or another at 
some time or another definitely stated 
He was withdrawing these gifts from 
the Church. Thus it would seem that 
these aforementioned gifts should be 
manifested by the Spirit-filled Church 
of Jesus Christ. 

What explanation would you give 
for the widespread belief that these 
gifts are not given to the Church of 
these days? If they have not been 
withdrawn, why do not we see more 
manifestation of these gifts in the 
present-day Church? — A’ California 
reader. ‘ 


7 


The fact that the public miracles per- 
formed by the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
apostles are not occurring today is one 
good reason for the widespread belief 
that these gifts have been withdrawn 
from the Church. No one is raising the 
dead; few miracles of healing which are 
instantaneous and complete, and in 
which no convalescence is required, can 
be well established and supported by 
medical testimony and that of laymen; 
and it is very doubtful whether there 
are any authenticated records of the 
restoration of complete, normal eyesight 
where there has been total blindness. 
Yet miracles of this kind were seen fre- 
quently in the days of Christ and the 
apostles. As soon aS one begins to argue 
that such miracles are not for the Church 
today, he is in danger of being called 
unspiritual and heretical. But it is not 
a question of unbelief as much as rightly 


_ dividing the Word of truth. Some must 


have the courage to face facts squarely, 
and seek to help those whose faith is 
badly shaken by the apparent conflict 
between Christ’s special commands and 
promises to His apostles, the records of 
events in the early church of the Book 
of Acts, and the failure of the Church 
today. 

In a 24-page booklet entitled “Speak- 
ing With Tongues: What Saith the Scrip- 
tures?” by the Rev, W. Graham Scroggie 

(Continued on page 506) 
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I. Preparing Your Child for School 


What assurance can a parent have that his child 
will escape the pitfalls of the school years? 


ANY a child in a Christian home 
M lives his preschool days in a 

special little world, sheltered 
from any knowledge of the manifold 
evils of this age. His acquaintances are 
for the most part Christian, in his home, 
in his Sunday school and church, and 
in the homes of friends of the family. 
Then comes the time when he must 
enter a larger world, and include in his 
circle of acquaintances many who have 
no love or respect for the God he has 
been taught to worship. Fear has grip- 
ped the heart of many a parent as he 
has seen the approach of school days and 
the many non-Christian influences that 
will beckon his child, 

Growing up, however, ought to be & 
joyous experience, and parent and child 
together can look forward to this first 
big step in growing up with glad antici- 
pation if it has been prepared for be- 
forehand. There will undoubtedly be 
problems to face, but school days can, 
nevertheless, be happy days, with no 
compromise with ungodliness. 

We parents have five years, the most 
formative years of the child’s life, in 
which to prepare him for school days. As 
a Christian mother, I want every bit of 
those five years with my children, 'and 
if I had the opportunity to send them 
to a nursery school or kindergarten at 
age four I would not take it. But those 
five years are enough, if rightly used, 
to set the little feet on the right path 
and to build a solid foundation in Christ 
for his school years. 


When Christ Dwells Within 

The greatest assurance a parent can 
have that his child can withstand the 
pitfalls of the school years is the knowl- 
edge that Christ dwells within the heart 
of that child. I would not dare to start 
my child to school without knowing 
that he has received Christ as his own 
Saviour. Therefore it has been the 
prayer and aim of my husband and my- 
self that each of our four children should 
be born again as early in life as his 
little heart was capable of trusting 
Christ to save him. We presented the 
Gospel to them personally, beginning 
when we were sure they were too young 
to understand what we were saying, in 
order not to miss the earliest oppor- 
tunity. What joy when each one in 
turn showed unmistakable evidence of 
having received Christ, even earlier than 
we expected! Having received Christ, 
they are ours to train in His way. 
Wonder of wonders, they have Christ 
within, young as they are, and His power 
at their disposal against Satan’s attacks! 
We can teach th the Word, and they 


This is the first of a series of three 
articles on the Christian training of 
children in the home. Mrs. Miller 
grew up on a little farm in north- 
western Wisconsin, where an Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union mission- 
ary brought the Gospel to her family. 
After normal school training and 
Several summers of work at a Wis- 
consin State Teacher’s College, she 
taught school for seven years. 
Though she has not taught since her 
marriage almost thirteen years ago, 
she has maintained an interest in 
schools and teaching and keeps in 
touch with present-day educational 
trends. Her experience in teaching 
the Bible to children covers all age 
groups and many situations in Sun- 
day schools, Vacation Bible Schools, 
Child Evangelism classes, and camps. 
Her husband is a graduate of North- 
western Bible School and Seminary 
in Minneapolis, and, after having a 
pastorate, became director of the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Wis- 
consin and Upper Michigan, in which 
Mrs. Miller now assists him. She 
has had a little basic training in art, 
and because there was a demand 
among Child Evangelism Fellowship 
workers for inexpensive flannel 
board backgrounds, she has been 
painting them to the extent of almost 
five hundred a year for the past 
few years. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have 
four children—two girls and two boys 
—from three to eleven years old. 
The next two articles are entitled 
“Helping Your Child To Meet School 
Problems” and “The Christian Child 
and His School Lessons.” 
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can receive it, for the Word is not un- 
derstood by man’s wisdom which they 
lack, but by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
2:13, 14). 

Most wf the teachers and classmates 
our children will have in. the public 
school are not Christians. Our chil- 
dren should understand this before they 
enter school. Their attitude toward un- 
saved people will considerably affect 
their schoo] life. I wonder if our own 
attitude is exactly what we would want 
in our children. Do we really care that 
people are lost? Have our children ever 
heard ws really pray for the unsaved? 
How do we regard the little children of 
the neighborhood? Have our children 
even seeh us drop our work that needed 
to be done and sit down to tell the story 
of the Wordless Book to some child Who 
had dropped in? 


By CAROL E. MILLER 


It is natural for a child to want to 
do what other children do, say what 
other children say, and wear what other 
children wear. This desire, will show 
itself when they start school and asso- 
ciate daily with others their age. It is 
well for parents to recognize this, and 
to plan for their children to conform 
td the habits of their age group in mat- 
ters that will effect no cémpromise with 
our standards as Christians. The habits 
in- which we do not want them to con- 
form need our special attention. 

Take profanity, for instance. It is cer- 
tainly unwise to say nothihg at all about 
it to our child and then act exceedingly 
shocked to hear him use an oath. It is 
also unfair, for the child may not have 
the slightest idea what he is saying, ex- 
cept that he has heard that expression 
used by someone else. Positive teach- 
ing about the holiness of. the Lord and 
the reverence due Him is the first step 
in the right direction. Then specific 
information concerning the vain use of 
God’s name is necessary. I tell my chil- 
dren something like this: “Sometimes 
you will hear people say ‘Gosh.’ That is 
really just as though they said ‘God,’ and 
they are not saying it as though they 
love Him or respect Him at all. We who 
love Him don’t ever want to say His 
name except in a way that shows we 
love and honor Him, so even if other 
children say ‘Gosh,’ we won't, will we?” 
Of course our’ explanations need not 
cover every expression they will hear, 
but they are necessary for a right be- 
ginning. A number of times since start- 
ing school my children have asked me: 
“What does ‘ * mean? The kids in 
school say it, and I want to know if it’s 
swearing.” 


The Child Should Be Informed 


How hard it must be for the child to 
be “different” when dancing is taught, 
if he himself has been given no basis 
for an opinion of his own. “We don't 
dance because we are Christians,” is not 
enough. Our little Christian child has 
not seen dancing, and doesn’t know what 
it is all about. The folk dances that 
insidiously lead up to modern social 
dancing are at first so like marching or 
singing games that evén Christian par- 
ents don’t know where to draw the line. 
So how can we expect an untaught child 
to know? Here, too, I believe the child 





should be informed and his attitude 
formed before the question of his partici- 
pation ever comes up, that is, before he 
starts school, 

“Mamma, when I was playing with 
Ruthie, she said her big sister is going 
to a dance tonight. Ruthie says she can 
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hardly wait until she can go to dances,” 
your preschool child may inform you. 

“Ruthie’s family doesn’t know the 
Lord, so they aren’t really happy in- 
side. So they’re trying to find something 
to make them happy. Danting seems 
like fun to them while they’re doing 
it, so that’s why they want to do it so 
badly. We have real happiness inside 
because we are saved, and we wouldn't 
enjoy dancing because it isn’t pleasing 
to the Lord.” 

“Why isn’t it pleasing to the Lord?” 

“There is drinking and smoking at 
dances, and many other wrong things. 
But even if there weren’t, dancing is 
wrong in itself. You like to see Daddy 
put his arms around Mamma, don’t you? 
But wouldn’t it be terrible to see Daddy 
put his arms around other women? Of 
course Daddy wouldn’t, but that’s what 
men -do at dances. That is a part of 
dancing, men and women holding each 
other’s hands and putting their arms 
around each other, and that is very 
wrong.” Some might object to speaking 
thus to a preschool child; but wouldn’t 
you rather do so than to have him re- 
ceive his first knowledge of these things 
from his playmates who have been view- 
ing movies and television? 

If our child’s attitude toward dancing 
is firmly developed during preschool 
years, we have little to fear about the 
effect upon him of his being the only 
one, perhaps, in his room who asks to 
be excused from dancing. In spite of 
his desire to be like others his own 
age, where he has principles of his own 
to uphold, a child can be unyielding as 
adamant, 

The teaching of evolution will come, 
sooner or later, sometimes beginning as 
low as the first or second grade. A 
child need not lose his faith because of 
it, not if that faith has been firmly 
grounded. The first step, of course, is 
the truth concerning creation from the 
Word. In addition to that, the child 
should know that “Satan is anxious to 
do anything he can to keep people from 
believing the Bible. One clever way has 
been to make people think that the 
Bible is not true. Some people who are 
not Christians got the idea that maybe 
people came from monkeys. They 
thought it was such a good idea that 
they put it into gooks. You will find 
that idea in schoolbooks some day, but 
Satan can’t fool you, because you know 
what the Bible says about where people 
came from.” A child armed with this 
knowledge is ready to recognize false 
teaching when it appears. 

Another teaching, perhaps even more 
dangerous than that of evolution because 
it comes under the guise of training in 
goodness and kindness to others, is that 
of the universal brotherhood of man. 
Our children ought to be carefully 
taught that those who receive Christ as 
Saviour are children of God and brothers 
and sisters in Christ, while-those who 
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do not receive Him are outside of God’s 
family and eternally separated from Him. 
They should be shown that no one has 
ever fulfilled the law, no one has ever 
loved his neighbor as himself, except 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and that Christ’s 
love within is the only real love anyone 
can have for his neighbor. They should 
also be told that many unsaved people 
teach that all people are children of God, 
that all religions are good, and Satan 
has deceived them into thinking that 
they really do love their neighbors as 
themselves; so of course they don’t think 
they need the blood of Christ to save 
them. 

The foregoing cannot be taught all at 
once to a preschool child, but little by 
little these ideas can be made a part of 
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his thinking, and at the same time he 
will learn to trust and appreciate the 
counsel of his parents. A companion- 
ship between parent and child begun 
during preschool days, with a mutual 
desire to live for the Saviour, is a strong 
bulwark against the forces of .evil that 
would claim the young. No doubt there 
will be other dangers and temptations 
that we haven't seen as yet, but we have 
a Heavenly Father who cares even more 
about the development of that little 
child than we do. Surely we can trust 
Him for the wisdom He has promised 
(Jas. 1:5) in dealing with situations as 
they come up, and to care for our little 
one, who is His own child, when we are 
not equal to the task. 
(To be continued) 


Schools 


Does separation of Church and State demand its exclusion? 


By HERBERT BOOTH SMITH, D.D. 


With the history of the school system in our country as a background, 
and quoting eminent authorities in the field of education and law, Dr. 
Smith has written a strong plea for the reading of the Bible in the public 


schools. 
objections to it. 


Besides giving good arguments in favor of it, he answers five 
His article will be published in two installments. Dr. 


Smith is soon to become pastor of the Knox Presbyterian Church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


UR American public school goes 
back to the year 1621 when the Sea 
Mew brought over from Holland two 
Dutch schoolmasters to instruct the chil- 
dren of Manhattan. Some thirty years 
later the colony of Massachusetts passed 
a law requiring the employment of a 
schoolmaster for every fifty families. 
From those early days down to the pres- 
ent time the public school has gone on 
its conquering way; so that today a ma- 
jority of our citizens would agree with 
Archbishop Ireland when he said: “God 
bless the public school, and withered be 
the hand that is raised to destroy it.” 
Now it ought to be pointed out that 
this modern idea of eliminating religion 
from the comimon schools is in direct 
opposition to the spirit of their founders. 
During the first two hundred years of 
our colonization every college, and al- 
most every academy and high s@hool was 
erected with Christian ends in view. Har- 
vard and. Yale are eminent cases in 
point. Horace Mann, who has been 
called the father of the American com- 
mon school system, and who more than 
any other one man was the author and 
eloquent defender of it, proposed, as he 
said, to give a “training to the whole 
man. Our system earnestly inculcates 
all Christian morals; it founds its morals 
on a basis of religion; it welcomes the re- 
ligion of the Bible, and, in receiving it, 
allows it to do what it is allowed to do 
in no other system—to speak for itself.” 
John Dewey, one of’ America’s well- 





known educators, said: “We aim to put 
into the public school everything a child 
needs for life. That is our modern the- 
ory of public instruction.” 

But, asked Professor Weigle of Yale: 
“Since religion is not there, do we mean 
to convey the impression to the child 
that religion is not necessary to his life? 
Are the schools of Christian America 
teaching an implied atheism?” 

We plead for the Bible in the schools 
because: 


I. Epucation Is INCOMPLETE WITHOUT 
A KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE } 


Ex-President Schurman of Cornell Uni- 
versity, who was far from being a bigot 
or a hidebound conservative, some years 
ago insisted that purely from the view- 
point of literary culture, with no refer- 
ence to its religious values, a knowledge 
of the Bible was necessary to a rounded 
education. He said: “The Bible is the 
most important document in the world’s 
history. No man can be wholly unedu- 
cated who really knows the Bible, nor 
can anyone be considered a truly edu- 
cated man who is ignorant of it. To shut 
such a book out of the schools where 
the children of the nation are educated 
is a palpable intellectual defraudment 
of the rising generation.” 

An eminent Yale professor proposed 
that the college entrance examinations 
in English Jiterature should be upon the 
English Bible. Heretofore these had 
been selected from English and Ameri- 
can authors. Dissaf{sfying experience 
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prompted the suggestion. Why should 
we spend so much time with the litera- 
ture of classic paganism in our high 
schools and colleges and go for our lib- 
eral education to literatures which are 


, morally at an opposite pole from our- 


selves? The professor’s query was a 
wise one. Isn’t it strange that some peo- 
ple object to the Bible with its lofty 
morality as a textbook, while they wel- 
come Latin and Greek texts which are 
reeking with impurity and which portray 
a type of life furthest from our Ameri- 
can ideals? The result is such an igno- 
rance of the Bible on the part of our 
youth that the preacher can sooner refer 
to Dickens and Shakespeare and Homer 
and Vergil, in the hope of being under- 
stood, than to the Old Testament 
prophets or the New Testament Epistles. 
Huxley, who called himself an agnostic, 
insisted on the importance of the Bible 
in the schools as “our great English 
Epic.” There was an interesting corre- 
spondence on this subject ‘between him 
and Edward Clodd along about 1880. 
Clodd regretted the fact that, when one 
quoted the Bible, people looked puzzled 
as to whether the words were from 
Sterne or Shakespeare. Huxley wrote 
him in 1879 that, when he was a mem- 
ber of the London School Board, he 
fought for the retention of the Bible, 
and his Liberal friends didn’t know 
whether to regard him as a hypocrite or 
a fool. But his idea was that the mass 
of the people should not be deprived 
of the one great literature which was 
open to them. 


Alongside these testimonials I submit 
the judgment of Nicholas Murray But- 
ler. He gave us a definition of educa- 
tion which is good and comprehensive. 
He defined education as a knowledge 
of the five elements of civilization: man’s 
science, art, literature, institutional life, 
and religious belief. Then he went on 
to add that to omit any of them is to 
cripple education; and religious training 
is a necessary factor in education, and 
must be given the time and attention it 
demands. 

Do our American children need any 
instruction in Bible matters? Read over 
the answers to any school questionnaire, 
and you will see that the twentieth cen- 
tury youth has not imbibed much Bible 
learning at home or Sunday school; and 
if he is going to get it at all, it would 
seem that he should get it along with 
other things at the common school. I 
found the following as some of the ques- 
tions and answers submitted at a test 
in a large military school in Missouri. 
Moses built the ark, so we learn, and 
Noah became famous for swallowing a 
whale: Adam was said to be the wisest 
man, though others gave the palm to 
Paul. The first Book of the Bible was 
asked for; one answered: “Creation” and 
another “Revelation.” “Who taught by 
parables?” was asked, and a bright youth 
replied, “Asop,” As to the betrayer of 
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Jesus, some said Brutus, but others fast- 
ened the deed on Solomon and Samuel. 
As to the number.of the Commandments, 
replies varied from five to one hundred. 
As to the number of books in the Bible 
one said two, while another, thinking. 
of the states of the Union, said forty- 
eight. As to the day on which we cele- 
brate the resurrection of Christ, some 


.said Christmas and others Thanksgiving. 


Probably the nearest correct answer con- 
cerning Jonah was that he was famous 
for going joy-riding in a whale. Others 
insisted that he built the ark. Signifi- 
cant was the claim of a Washington, 
D. C., paper: that the generation which 
has grown up since the Bible was ex- 
cluded from the schools has suffered, 
not only from the lack of the highest 
moral teaching, but also in its command 
of the English language. 


II. Morauiry Is FUNDAMENTAL IN ALL 
EDUCATION, AND MoRALITY CAN BEST 
Be TAUGHT THROUGH THE BIBLE 


The unique thing about our American 
public school system is that it is intended | 
to make citizens; and in a democracy 
any citizen may attain to the place of 
highest power, where the destinies of 
nations are in his hands. This being so, 
the conscience must be trained as well 
as the mind. .The primary qualification 
for citizenship, when reduced to its sim- 
plest terms, is to know the difference 
between right and wrong. How can this 
be done except by reference to some un- 
failing and unalterable standard like the 
Law of God? Society is founded on 
law; and law is built*on moral distinc- 
tions. The fact that we have so many 
criminals is traceable to a lack of con- 
viction as to the sanctity of law. How 
are you going to get this appreciation 
of sanctity drilled into the minds of the 
citizens-to-be except through moral in- 
struction? 

Take the statement of Thomas Huxley, 
the English scientist and agnostic,.made 
in a debate on the question of introduc- 
ing the Bible into the schools of Lon- 
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don: “I always was in favor of a secu- 
lar education in our public schools—I 
mean an education without theology. 
But I am greatly embarrassed when I 
must answer the question, ‘By what 
practical means the religious spirit can 
be sustained without the assistance\ of 
the Bible?’ If for my own children I 
had to choose between a school in which 
true religion is taught, and one without 
religion, I would prefer the former.” 

Thirty years later another well- 
known man agreed with him as to the 
necessity for moral education. Ambas- 
sador Whitelaw Reid claimed that in 
Austria crime had increased seventy-five 
per cent since religious teaching was 
abolished in the day schools. These 
Austrian,children had not only head and 
hand, but heart; and as long as we ad- 
mit that man has a moral nature, so 
long must we demand that a complete 
education train the conscience as well 
as the mind and body. England has a 
state church, and hence her schools 
should turn out pupils grounded in 
Christianity. America believes in the 
separation of church and state, which 
is a totally different matter. Bible mor- 
ality can be taught in the public schools 
without the slightest infringement of our 
American Constitution. 

What was one of the first questions 
asked by Mr. Kavada, of Tokyo, when 
he reached the U.S.A., commissioned by 
Japan to study our educational system? 
He asked what America was doing in 
moral education. He was taken to one 
of the Brooklyn Sunday schools and, 
after inspecting all the departments, he 
Said: “I can now see the secret of 
America’s greatness. You are studying 
one Book and you are educating from 
the earliest’ years. We shall want to 
start something similar when I return to 
Japan.” : 

Some time ago there was organized 
in the capital of our nation an institu- 
tion known as “The National Institution 
for Moral Instruction.” The promotérs 


(Continued on page 503) 


XIII. The Tribulation Martyrs 


Is there an intermediate state between death and resurrection? 


HE Book of Revelation is a book of 

martyrdom. Its main theme is about 
a martyr, the greatest martyr the world 
ever saw—the Crucified of Calvary. 
Thank God His death is more than mar- 
tyrdom. - His death was a death of sac- 
rifice. He is our sinbearer. Through 
this wonderful Book, the martyrs’ blood 
runs like a mighty river, like a reddish 
stream, until it reaches the throne of 
God. . 
The first martyr church was Smyrna 
(Rev, 2:8-11). The first company of 
martyrs after the true Church is rap- 
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tured is seen in Revelation 6, after the 
fifth seal is broken. There may be many 
things we cannot understand about these 
martyrs, but there are some things that 
seem perfectly clear, and the following 
facts are plain: 

They have been slain. They have suf- 
fered violent death and, while their 
bodies are not mentioned and may lie 
in unknown graves or remain unburied, 
they .are still conscious and their souls 
are preserved and are in eqmmunion 
with God. , 

(Continued on page 492) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





; 

T HAS perhaps escaped general atten- 
i tion that the Biblical festivals have 

been legally reinstated in Israel. Dr. 
Agnes Waldstein writes of this in Jerusa- 
lem. This reinstatement includes neither 
the Feast of Purim, associated with Esther, 
nor Chanuka, the Feast of the Dedica- 
tion, though these are often unofficially 
celebrated. 

The Biblical festivals of Leviticus give 
to Israel a distinct rhythm. The Sab-_ 
bath is strictly observed. All classes, 
however diverse their opinions, avoid 
all work. Trains, boats, airplanes, trucks, 
all stop on Friday evening, renewing 
operation only on Saturday at sundown. 

Passover night is ‘a’ peculiarly family 
celebration. It is a hymn to the great 
deed of God in bringing Israel] out of 
Egypt. Then, too, the year begins at 
Passover. On the Day of Atonement, a 
solemn calm reigns everywhere. No 
restaurant is open on this day of fast. 
Men hurry to the synagogues in funeral 
robe, prayer shawl, and sandals. It is the 
day of expiation for the whole people. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a day in 
which the reading of the Law closes 
with Deuteronomy 34 and begins imme- 
diately with Genesis 1. There is joyous 
dancing in synagogue and on street all 
night long, with songs imploring God 
soon to send the Messiah and to rebuild 
the Temple. 

Pilgrimages to the Temple site have 
been reinstituted. Here is the alleged 
tomb of David, and at this place repose 
the ashes of a hundred thousand Jews 
who perished in concentration camps. 
Pilgrims, coming up from the Valley of 
Hinnom, are received by the priests with 
the Aaronic blessing. Judaism still 
knows the priest who is lineal heir of 
Aaron. Old traditions have again come 
to life. 

What is the spiritual significance of 
all this? Dr. Waldstein says it tends to 
revive confidence in the Bible. The 
people seek to understand the deeper 
meanings of the festivals. These indeed 
symbolize the various aspects of salva- 
tion through Christ. That is-why God 
has preserved them. They are not merely 
Jewish folklore. “They constitute a true 
sign or hope for our time because they 
are vessels prepared to receive the 
Spirit of our Lord on His return.” 


Miss Ridderhof writes me of the mar- 
velous way the Lord has intervened in 
her behalf. It was in Burma, 

“We had hoped to be able to record 
during the time of our boat-stop in Ran- 
goon, but were promised only four 
days. We prayed that, if it were His 
will, this time might be extended, 4nd, 
because of a tieup in ‘the ‘harbor, we. re-. 


mained for thirteen days! During that 
time we made our headquarters at the 
American Baptist Mission, and were able 
to record ‘preaching, teaching, testimony, 
and singing of the Gospel for 110 record- 
Sides in ten different languages. These 
are spoken by some twenty-five million 
people. We know God arranged this and 
thrust it on us. 

“Next year there will be a world con- 
vocation of Buddhism in Rangoon. Mil- 
lions of souls will be pouring into the 
city to take part in this great Buddhist 
revival, which, it is supposed, will last 
two years. Thousands are even now 
dedicating their time and talents without 
pay for erection of more temples and 
buildings in preparation for this great 
evenfy 
/ “May not our unexpected opportunity 
to record here at this time have some- 
thing to do-with this? Is it not possible 
for God’s children to unite in prayer 
to send these people the Gospel as re- 
corded? We believe God is seeking to 
speed the message out. ~ These records, 
containing the clear, complete Gospel 
in ten languages, can spread like wild- 
fire*out into the countries and villages 
and the hill country, where there are 
many gramophones.” 


Sons of Shimé¢i.—After the passage of 
National Prohibition, the drink interest 
turned on the Protestant churches in 
revenge. According to Dr. J. Fort New- 
ton, they made subsidy to the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Atheism in their helpless rage (“The 
River of Years,” p. 240). In 1924 they 
backed the American “Mercury, under 
the editorship of Mr. H. L. Mencken, 
which gathered every indecent and “out- 
rageous story that could be collected 
nation-over to discredit the Protestant 
clergy, publishing them under the title 
of “Americana.” After Repeal Mencken 
mocked “the college young people who 
had been so green as.to believe [what 
he had told them for ten years] that 
Prohibition brought refinements [of de- 
bauchery] unparalleled since the fall of 
Babylon. I know very well the facts 
run the other way” (“Newspaper Days,” 
p. 178). 

Sinclair Lewis’s “Elmer Gantry” was 
a similar contemporary caricature of the 
Protestant clergy, and I have always sus- 
pected that the impulse to publish it 
came from the same alcohol quarter. Mr. 
L, M. Birkhead, according to Noel Smith 
in the Baptist Bible Tribune, March 19, 
collaborated with Sinclair Lewis in writ- 
ing this unclean book, and hence might 
be able to tell us whether .the suspicion 
is justified. Upton Sinclair’s “Money 


“Talks” (p. 174) speaks of Elmer Gantry,: 
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Lewis’s diggusting lampoon on the Prot- 
estant clergy, as “jeering at the Protes- 
tant churches of America because they 
put the Prohibition laws in the statutes.” 
Birkhead himself explains in Exposé 
(Dec., 1953) that he was behind the pub- 
lication of “Under Cover,” another book 
of the same type, which was roundly de- 
nounced in court as a truthless pamphlet. 

Finally, we have from Mr. Birkhead’s 
own lips, or pen, -the interesting con- 
fession that the current best seller, 
“Apostles of Discord,” was one of a num- 
ber of books “either written in the 
Friends of Democracy Research Depart- 
ment or by members of the F.O.D. staff.” 
The Friends of Democracy is his, Birk- 
head’s, organization. 

So that’s the source of this book which 
the National Council of Churches is fev- 
erishly pushing throughout the country 
by means of its extensive organization, 
the book to which the Christian Century 
has given its heartiest commendation, 
the book which the Unitarians of Bos- 
ton have published through their Beacon 
Press! 

Birkhead was Methodist, then Modern- 
ist, then Unitarian, then Freethinker. He 
has been notorious for his offensive ridi- 
cule of the Christian faith and for his 
ultra liberal views on the marriage re- 
lation. Now it appears that he has been 
the associate of Mr. Ralph Lord Roy 
(student in Union Theological Seminary) 
in writing this smear book, “Apostles of 
Discord.” 

Well, the leaders of the National 
Council of Churches and the editors of 
the Christian Century have crawled far 
out on a limb. This exposure will prove 
no pleasant overture to their coming 
World-Church gathering in Evanston. 


The Mino Mission—Miss Weidner 
worked thirteen years as teacher and 
principal of a girls mission school in 
Japan, but when the blight of so-called 
Modernism came, she resigned and _ re- 
turned to America. Five years later the 
Lord led her to begin evangelistic work 
in a Japanese stronghold of Buddhism, 
Ogaki, a city of thirty thousand in the 
Mino District of the Gifu Prefecture. 
The Mino Mission reaches out to thou- 
sands in the neighboring area and in- 
cludes work among Koreans as well as 
Japanese. 

In 1933 the Mino Mission faced perse- 
cution when the children of one of its 
Bible school students refused to go with 
the others to the shrine at Ise, where 
the Sun Goddess is worshiped. “God 
wonderfully kept us through all the 
years of persecution, and on Christmas 
Eve, . 1939, ss Weidner was called to 
her reward.” 
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After the war closed her piace was 
taken by Miss Elizabeth Whewell, The 
mission works to get the Word out in 
every possible way, by street meetings, 
tent meetings, classes in schools, factory 
and hospital visitation, throughout Cen- 
tral Japan. 

A typical incident: Mrs. Okatsu, 
leader of factory girls into our mission, 
before she was saved tried twice to com- 
mit suicide, once before the gates of the 
Imperial Palace of Tokyo, in an effort 
to atone for Japan’s failure to win the 
war. Seventeen of these factory girls 
were dismissed for their Christian faith. 
But on return to their homes in the 
mountains, they are now witnessing to 
their families and neighbors. Ten have 
gotten other work already with Sundays 
free (Mino Mission, 356 Acton Road, Co- 
lumbus 14, Ohio). 


Reformation Notes.—Recently there 
were Peruvian destroyers in San Diego 
harbor with nine hundred sailors. Dr. 
Welter Montano with the Rev. Thomas 
Courret, a converted Peruvian priest. 
have been holding meetings for them, 
and many have come to the light. “War- 
ships from Spain have now arrived, and 
we plan to give the Gospel to these 
men also.” 

Landebia is a little village in Brittany 
whose parish priest, M. Launay, has re- 
volted against the doctrine of Purgatory. 
His own father had died, and he could 
not believe him to be in flame torture. 
He found nothing in the New Testament 
to prove it. So he preached this to his 
people who, no doubt, were glad to hear 
the emancipating words. Anyway, when 
the bishop sought to replace him with 
another priest, the bulk of the people 
stood by him. When the new pastor 
said Mass in the church, the evicted one 
set up a table in the public square and 
did likewise, his old choir boys thunder- 
ing the Kyrie eleison, and his people all 
about him. France-Soir (a newspaper) 
calls him “a deviationist.” Rather is he 
a returner to the right road. It is the 
Roman Institution that has deviated from 
the truth. 

The Abbé Launay has issued tracts of 
an evangelical nature and is distributing 
them in dance halls and elsewhere. 
About three hundred parishioners are 
backing him. He has visited the book- 
shop of the Tabernacle in Paris, and 
sought an interview with the pastor, 
M. Jacques Blocher. ; 


The missionary work of Mr. Nyles 
Huffman in Mexico is described in the 
British Weekly by a visitor to his iso- 
lated home. Mr. Huffman was formerly 
an American soldier, now independent 
Baptist missionary, who chose for his 
field the most difficult and remote point 
in Mexico he could find. He lives on a 
rough hill with a reasonably flat top 
with a rough runway for his two-seater 
plane. His primitive home was built 
by himself with his wife’s help. On the 
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wall of his bedroom is a huge map of 
Central Mexico, eight feet square, “He 
seemed a typical Gl—tough, determined, 
fearless.” 

For five years he has been evangeliz- 
ing from this center. His two lieuten- 
ants are a converted Pueblo Indian in 
charge of aviation, and a fiery, dark-skin- 
ned Mexican evangelist. Both are well 
grounded in the faith. 

He loads his plane with Scripture por- 
tions provided by the World Gospel Cru- 
sade of Los Angeles. Then he makes 
for isolated hamlets and, coming down 
close to them, drops these Gospels out 
in a thin stream. The people come 
running to see what they are. This way 
of distribution he finds far less wasteful 
than house-to-house visitation. If any- 
one runs out to pick up a booklet, his 
interest is already aroused. He needs 
no urging to read it. 

“Not long ago, I went by jeep to a 
village where I had dropped some hun- 
dreds of Gospels six hours before. I 
did not find a single one left or thrown 
aside. What I did find was a man prop- 
ped against a wall quietly reading the 
Acts, a boy with a Gospel of Luke in his 
hands, and a woman in the market with 
a Gospel of John tucked in beside her 
vegetables.” 

After a few months, Mr. Huffman sends 
a couple of specially trained men into 
the villages. They go with a donkey 
loaded with Bibles that are furnished 
by the Gideons. They travel two by 
two; it is not safe to go singly. They 
explain the Word, give flashlight eve- 
ning talks, and, when leaving, present 
the headman of the village with a Bible 
on condition that he read it aloud at 
least for one hour on Sunday, beginning 
with Luke, 

Later comes a third stage when the 
Mexican evangelist goes to the village 
and outlying villages. This is intensive 
work for two weeks. It aims especially 
at training the interested to evangelize. 
Mr. Huffman has a card index with which 
he systematically follows the work over 
the whole area. He keeps in the back- 
ground and works wholly through native 
converts. In five years they have drop- 
ped 750,000 Scripture portions and placed 
3,000 Bibles in the hands of headmen. 
They have dozens of little groups of 
worshipers, some of whom have built 
places of worship. 

Mr. Chigwin, the author of this report, 
“wonders why this and so many other 
daring and fruitful ventures in Latin 
America are being carried on chiefly by 
new sects and fundamentalists.” 


The incomparably destructive earth- 
quake of 1950 in Assam. is described in 
the Saturday Evening Post of March 20 
by an,explorer of its ruins. In eight 
minutes ten thousand square miles, in 
which a half million people lived, were 
reduced to gigantic rubble. Great rivers, 
among them the Brahmaputra, were 
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filled with debris, and their waters be- 
came vast swamps. Mountains sank be- 
neath the land surface; the earth was 
riven by immeasurable chasms. 

Jungle animals and serpents, roused 
from their secluded haunts, moved en 
masse across the country. One described 
thousands of snakes, in one vast tangle, 
moving toward him—cobras, kraites, and 
the enormous ‘fourteen-foot hamadryad, 
all deadly venomous. One thinks of the 
Deluge flight of animals to mountain- 
tops. “As it was in the days of Noe 

. , earthquakes, in divers places.” 


European Notes.—A conference was 
held last August at Utrecht on the sub- 
ject of parapsychology, or supernatural 
phenomena. It was attended by scien- 
tists from most of the universities of 
the world, and an account of it is given 
in the Revue des Deux Mondeg of last 
November by M. René Sudre. He re- 
marks: “For a century and a half, in 
the vicissitudes of research which have 
always made the rationalists bristle up, 
one ever comes across the same (super- 
natural) phenomena. This obstinate in- 
sistence of nature, in opposition to the 
prejudices of man, is reassuring.” 


I have told the story of Hanna Faust 
of Barmen-Elberfeld, a humble German 
woman, who earned her living selling 
coffee. from door to door, and was a 
Christian helper, adviser, and evangelist 
to the needy of all types. She has now 
passed on to Glory. Fifty years ago, in 
1904, Licht und Leben described her as 
“great as priest in the bedchamber and 
great in service and devoted love. The 
spring of her service was not humani- 
tarianism but a personal experience of 
the rescuing love of Christ for sinners.” 
Fifty years more of service followed 
those words! 


The abolition of licensed prostitution 
by law passed the Senate of Italy in 
March, 1952, but failed to reach the 
House. It was sponsored by Angelina 
Merlin, a Socialist Senator, the only 
wofnan Senator to be re-elected! On 
August 22, 1953, she reintroduced the 
law to end regimentation condemning 
thousands of women to this abject fate. 
So Italy bids fair to follow France in 
this emancipation. 


UNESCO’s International Music Coun- 
cil has chosen, for printing and distribu- 
tion under its auspices, a, Symphonic 
Fantasy by Cedeon Partos which is dedi- 
cated to, and describes, a border settle- 
ment in Israel. “A short introduction 
is devoted to the.peaceful loveliness of 
Lake Kinnereth (the Sea of Galilee), 
followed by a vivid section describing 
work and building in the surrounding 
wastelands. Cheerful song and dance 
follow, then the sounds of war, After 
the funeral march, a new note of op- 
timism emerges as the work of recon- 
struction gets under way.” ew 
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The Tribulation Martyrs 
(Continued from page 489) 


They are living. Death does not end 
all, and natural death does not mean ex- 
tinction- of being. They are in the un- 
clothed or disembodied state, conscious 
and active. 

They are praying. God always hears 
and answers the prayers of His people. 
Though He may delay, He will assuredly 
answer. The day of grace is past when 
the fifth seal is broken, and these im- 
precatory prayers are in perfect keeping 
with these martyrs. 

They are witnessing to the holiness of 
Almighty God. 

They are waiting until others in like 
manner are martyred in the Great Tribu- 
lation. Their toil is over, their sufferings 
ended, and their service finished. They 
rest fyom their labors. 

They are rewarded, The white robe 
of righteousness has been awarded them. 
Greater rewards are in store for them 
—crowns, cities, and gifts in Glory. 

These martyrs are the first of those 
who will be killed for the “word of God” 
and their “testimony” after the Church 
has been called to eternal Glory. The 
martyrs of the Church have already gone 
with the redeemed at the rapture, and 
at this time will be safe with Christ in 
Glory. 


Eleven Great Principles 

Eleven great principles stand out 
clearly in the breaking of the fifth seal: 

1. The patience of God is greater than 
the patience of His people. Who has 
patience like Him? Read, in Romans 15, 
His three beautiful titles: the God of 
patience and consolation (v. 5); the: God 
of hope (v. 13); the God of peace (v. 33). 

2. The fact of existence after death. 
The fifth seal proves beyond the shadow 
of doubt to any reasonable mind that, 
after the body is dead, the soul exists 
in consciousness and in the full capacity 
of personality. . 

3. The character of God is absolutely 
holy. The blasphemous libel of the Mod- 
ernist today against the God of the Bible 
is that He is a “tribal deity.” Through- 
out the Revelation, the holiness of God 
is continually emphasized. The living 
creatures proclaim it (4:8). These mar- 
tyrs confess it (6:10). The overcomers 
over the Beast and his image sing it (15: 
3, 4). The angels of the vial. judgments 
confirm it (16:5-7). The redeemed in 
Heaven chant it (19:1, 2). Yes, God is 
absolutely holy and cannot allow sin to 
disturb or mar His universe forever. 
If men refuse to avail themselves of the 
divinely provided provision, there is no 
other destiny but to suffer eternally in 
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:11-15). 

4. God alone possesses the right to 
avenge. “Vengeance is mine; I will re- 
pay, saith the Lord.” It is His peculiar 
prerogative. This is sometimes a hard 
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lesson to learn and understand. Often 
we have a righteous urge to avenge our- 
selves, and it is not always easy to leave 
the matter with our God. But He has 
willed it so, and we must be calm and 
resigned to His sovereign will. 

5. God hears and answers prayer—the 
prayers of His people. He may not al- 
ways see fit to answer according to our 
time or request, but He hears, and in 
His own time will answer. It is a good 
thing He does not always answer as we 
request. 

6. We do not always see the wisdom of 
waiting for God’s time or understand His 
delays. It was so in the case of the sis- 
ters of Bethany, and our hearts may cry 
out, in the loneliness of midnight, “If 
thou hadst been -here!” Oh, we think, 
what His presence would have pre- 
vented! But He knows best. He makes 
no mistakes. He knows the way. His 
time is always best. His wisdom far 
excels ours. 

7. In the darkest crisis of human his- 
tory God always has a remnant that 
faithfully serves Him. He raises up 
thoSe who witness against the wrongs 
committed, and shine as stars in the 
darkest midnight. It has always been 
so. 

8. Though the punishment of the 
wicked be postponed, it is sure. No sin 
will be left unpunished. God sometimes 
is slow, but He is sure. Let men be- 
ware, this day of grace will not last for- 
ever. Let men understand He will surely 
punish the wicked. 

9. The reward of the righteous is sure 
and certain. The calamities may in- 
crease, but God is watching His people’s 
sufferings, and He will yet reward in 
His own good time. 

10. God has no favorites among His 
children. All are equal. All are dear 
to His loving heart. Here the ‘message 
is that all must be together. There are 
others yet to come. The noble army of 
martyrs is not yet complete. Others are 
on the way. 

11. The future is already planned by 
Almighty God. All events are fulfilling 
His great purposes. He allows no one 
to interfere with His plans. He has 
already made out the blueprints of the 
coming ages. The Devil and all his 
hosts of demons are helpless to hinder 
the final program that God, in infinite 
wisdom, has designed. 


Another Company of Martyrs 

As chapter seven of this marvelous 
Book opens, another company of martyrs 
is seen, cruelly murdered by the Beast 
and his satellites. This chapter is paren- 
thetical, and we are permitted to look 
behind the scenes and see what events 
are happening on earth in relation to 
God’s sealed ones. ‘ 

Angels are busy again, and demons 
are also working feverishly as the end 
draws near. Angels are the guardians 
of God’s dear people. They guard our 
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holy dead as they guarded the tomb of 
our Lord. Angels are interested and 
busy in world affairs (Dan. 10). They 
were active in the incarnation and life 
of our blessed Lord. They show their 
interest in God’s ways with men. 

These are restraining angels. God al- 
ways restrains until His purposes are 
carried out. Demons are under divine 
restraint, otherwise they would wreak 
their vengeance on the godly at their 
will. God restrains all the elements of 
this vast creation—the storm, the winds, 
the waves can go so far and no farther. 


- The Holy Spirit restrains iniquity and 
" apostasy (2 Thess. 2:7). 


He may use 
His Church or human law. Not until 
His withdrawal can the tide of iniquity 
cross the frontier of its God-appointed 
place. 


God Always in Control 

These angels in Revelation 7 restrain 
the four winds of Heaven. Compare 
Daniel 7:2. They hold fast these de- 
structive forces, which are like wild dogs 
straining on the leash. God Almighty 
never allows any situation to get out of 
His control. No storm ever rises but 
what His power can still. 

The angel sealer (Rev. 7:2) comes 
from the east, the place of judgment, 
where our first parents found the way 
back to Paradise barred, where the 
cherubim and the flaming sword pre- 
vented their return to their beautiful 
home, lost by sin. It was the east wind 
that blasted the good corn of Egypt 
(Gen. 41:23). 

The Tribulation world will become a 
place where every brow is sealed. Those 
who are victims of the Antichrist must 
be sealed by this hateful foe of God and 
man, under penalty of death. But God 
never lets Satan get the pre-eminence. 
Before the winds release the fury of the 
tempest, God seals a godly remnant, who 
are to witness for Him during the horrors 
of the Great Tribulation. They are to 
be His witnesses. 

The angel avengers who stand ready 
to hurt the earth must restrain their 
action until the servants of the living 
God are sealed. Thus God always stands 
ready to shield and protect those who 
trust Him. : 

It is important that we understand 
who the sealed ones are: 

1. They are the servants of the living 
God. They are now going forth to serve 
Him in a world given over to Satan and 
his agents of evil. There can be little 
doubt that these servants of God will 
witness in preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom to those who have never heard 
the Gospel of God’s grace in this dis- 
pensation (Matt. 24:14; 2 Thess, 2: 10-12). 

2. They are Israelites. No one can be- 
long to the 144,000 now because the 
Church is still here. The Church must 
be raptured before this company comes 
on the scene. Each tribe is mentioned, 


(Continued on page 503) 
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LESSON 13. JUNE 27. JUDGMENT COMES TO ISRAEL 


2 Kings 17; printed text, verses 5-14, 18 
Golden Text.—The ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.—Hosea 14:9 


THe KiInc JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 17:5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout 
all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three 
years. 

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took 
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed 
them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in 
the cities of the Medes. ; 

7 For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned 
against the Lorp their God, which had brought them up out 
of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 

8 And walked in the statutes of thé heathen, whom the 
Lorp cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the 
kings of Israel, which they had made. 

9 And the children of Israel did secretly those things that 
were not right against the Lorp their God, and they built 
them high places in all thejr cities, from the tower of the 


11 And there they burnt incense in all the high places, as 
did the heathen whom the Lorp carried away before them; 
and wrought wicked things to provoke the, Lorp to anger: 

12 For they served idols, whereof the Lorp had said unto 
them, Ye shall not do this thing. 

13 Yet the Lorp testified against Israel, and against Judah, 
by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye 
from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my 
statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your 


fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. 


14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not 
believe in the Lorp their God. 

18 Therefore the Lorp was very angry with Israel, and 
removed them out of his sight: there was none left but the 
tribe of Judah only. 








watchmen to the fenced city. 


10 And they set them up images and groves in every high 


hill, and under every green tree: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

UR very rapid survey of the his- 
O tory of Israel brings us to the end 

of a kingdom which was born in 
rebellion, suckled in apostasy, and at last 
carried into captivity as a judgment 
upon its sins. It was a brief course 
which the seceding tribes ran—only two 
and a half centuries—and a hectic one. 
While Israel greatly exceeded Judah in 
size and natural resources, and had bril- 
liant eras in her rapid history, the seeds 
of corruption ripened more quickly than 
in the smaller nation, and her judgment 
fell a century and a half earlier. 


To begin with, in separating from the 
house of David, Israel forfeited the “sure 
mercies of David.” In the second place, 
the national religion of Israel was hereti- 
cal. Although they professed to serve 
Jehovah, the basic form of their wor- 
ship was idolatrous, and a*gross breach 
of the Second Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image.” Israel’s priesthood, also, was 
not of divine appointment, but was a 
political office, and therefore lacked the 
dignity and restraining influence of the 
Levitical order. Again, the kingship was 
not the sacred office which it was in 
Judah, but.a place secured by guile, 
by violence, passing from one dynasty 
to another in rapid succession. All this 
made for instability,.which even the 
occasional spurt of prosperity could not 
evercome. Not one of Israel’s nineteen 
kings did that which was right in the 
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sight of the Lord. The slight improve- 
ment in the last of them, Hoshea, could 
not hold back the tide of judgment 
which swept through the crumbling 
structure of the nation. 

Shalmaneser began the final siege of 
Samaria in 725 B.C. Sargon ended it in 
722. That was the end of the northern 
kingdom as such, but not the end of 
Israel. Many of those who were left 
reunited with Judah. Probably many 
became merged with the captiyes of 
Judah, and in the restoration era found 
their way back to the Holy Land. At 
any rate, when we turn to the New Tes- 
tament, we find members of those north- 
ern tribes as full members of the Jewish 
community. In this respect also “there 
is a remnant according to the election 
of grace,” and the redeemed nation is 
seen as representing the twelve tribes. 
See Revelation 7:4-8; 21:12; Matthew 18: 
28. “The gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance” (Rom, 11:29). 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 17:5.—“Then the king of As- 
syria .. . went up to Samaria, and be- 
sieged it three years.” The king here 
is Shalmaneser (v. 3). The date 725 B.C, 
The reason for the attack on Samaria, 
intrigue (v. 4). The length of the siege 
shows the strength of Samaria. 

Verse 6—“. . . the king of Assyria 

. carried Israel away into Assyria 

...” The year, 722 B.C. Sargon had by 
this time succeeded Shalmaneser. Look 
up these cities in a good Bible atlas. 

Verse 7—‘“For . . . the children of 
Israel had sinned against the Lord... 
which had brought them up out of the 





land of Egypt...” Here the reasons are 
given for the downfall of the nation— 
not the power of Assyria, but the sin of 
Israel. They are still regarded as the 
people whom God brought out of Egypt. 


Verse 8.—“And walked in the statutes 
of the heathen .. . and of the kings of 
Israel _. .” They took instruction from 
the heathen, and from kings of their 
own choosing, instead of from God. 


Verse 9.—“And ... did secretly ... 
against the Lord . . . high places in all 
their cities...” There were secret sins 
and open sins, but all seen by God. The 
“high places” were worship centers, 
sometimes for an illegitimate form of 
worship to Jehovah; sometimes for the 
worship of the host of Heaven. 


Verse 10.—“. . . images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green 
tree.” Heathen superstition regarded 
certain localities as “propitious” for-their 
idolatrous rites. 

Verse 11.—“. . . burnt incense .. . as 
did the heathen .. . and wrought wicked 
things ...” Instead of serving the living 
God w had so wondrously wrought 
for thent, they worshiped the gods who 
could not deliver their own people. 

Verse 12.—“For they served idols... 
Ye shall not do this thing.” All this 
turning. to idols was not in ignorance, 
but against the clear precepts of the 
Lord. 

Verse 13.—“Yet the Lord testified ... 
by all the prophets ... Turn ye from. 
your evil ways .. .” Moreover, their 
continuance in their evil ways was in 
stubborn resistance against the constant 
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protestations and warnings and pleadings 
of God’s servants, so that they were 
without excuse. 

Verse 14.—“Notwithstanding they ... 
hardened their necks . .. did not be- 
lieve in the Lord their God.” The root 
of it all was unbelief, a sin which 
plagued Israe] all through its history, 
even from the time of deliverance from 
Egypt. 

Verses 15-17.—These verses specify 
some of the abominable practices of 
the heathen into which Israel wantonly 
and willfully fell, 

Verse 18—“Therefore the Lord... 
removed them out of his sight . . . none 
left but the tribe of Judah only.” The 
long patience of God yielded to judg- 
ment, for the nation had filled full the 
cup of iniquity. As a kingdom, Israel 
was no more. Judah still remained, a 
“receptacle” for the remnant of Ephraim. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There is a fullness of time in every- 
thing that God does. He’ never acts 
rashly, impulsively, or prematurely. Nor 
is He ever late, 

This is so in His works of salvation. 
It was in “the fulness of the time” that 
He sent His Son into the world to ac- 
complish redemption in His blood (Gal. 
4:4). And according to the narrowest 
reckoning, that was nearly four thousand 
years after sin entered the world! 

The same is true in His work of judg- 
ment. The day of the Lord is ..stayed 
through the long-suffering of God, who 
is “not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. 3:8-10). But in the fullness of 
time, in the day appointed, when the 
iniquity of the world is full, the judg- 
ment will fall (Acts 17:31). God kept 
the Children of Israel in Egypt until 
the iniquity of the Amorites was full, 
then used them as His instrument of 
judgment upon that degraded and 
wicked people (Gen. 15:16). 

So it was with His judgments on Is- 
rae] and Judah. He did not inflict His 
sore judgments upon them immediately, 
but by instruction and exhortation and 
warning and chastening and mercies He 
bore long with them. Yet, knowing their 
stubbornness, He was preparing the in- 
struments of judgment—Assyria for Is- 
rael and Chaldea for Judah—and in the 
fullness of time the stroke descended. 

It was not the strength of the As- 
syrian, but the sin of Israel and ¢he hand 
of God that brought the northern king- 
dom to an end. The fact that Samaria 
held out against Shalmaneser and Sar- 
gon for three years indicates the tenac- 
ity and natural strength of the people. 
If only they had been faithful to God, 
and known Him as their Captain instead 
of as their adversary, all the might of 
Assyria would not have overcome them. 

It is noticeable that in this crisis there 
is no suggestion of Israel turning to God 
for help. Instead, they looked to Egypt. 
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Shalmaneser at this time was engaged 
in an ineffectual attempt to subdue the 
Phoenicians, and Hoshea reckoned that 
with the help of Egypt the Assyrian 
power could now be broken. So he 
made his league with Egypt and threw 
down the gauntlet to his overlord, Shal- 
maneser (2 Kings 17:4). We remember 
that some years later Sennacherib’s mes- 
Sage to Hezekiah included a warning 
not to depend on Egypt for support, 
calling Egypt a bruised reed, “on which 
if a man lean, it will go into his hand, 
and pierce it” (2 Kings 18:21). It was 
a true statement, as Hoshea discovered. 
For the king of Egypt was all words 
and show, and no action. This was one 
of the multiplied sins for which Israel 
paid in captivity and dissolution. 

At last Israel’s sins had found her out, 
and so will ours, unless we repent. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. History from the political standpoint 
(2 Kings 17: 1-6) 

2. History from the spiritual standpoint 
(17: 7-18) 


Topics for Development 

The Lost Tribes. The whole Anglo- 
Israel fallacy is based on the false 
premise that the “ten tribes” who con- 
stituted ‘the northern kingdom were 
“lost.” This is not so. In the first place, 
there was a great migration into Judah 
at the time of the division under Jero- 
boam I.' This migration consisted not 
only of the Levites, who were deprived 
of thelr priestly office, but of members 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 
HO was king of Israel when the 
nation fell? 

2. Who laid siege to Samaria, and who 
captured it? 

_3. How long did the siege last? 

4. What was the year of the downfall 
of Israel? 

5. What were the political reasons for 
Assyria’s attack on Samaria? 

6. Who called Egypt “this bruised 
reed”? 

7. How long did the kingdom of Judah 
last after the downfall of Samaria? 

8. What was the real reason of Israel’s 
fall? 

9. What circumstance aggravated the 
enormity of the sin of Israel? 

10. What two. kinds of idolatry were 
practiced in Israel? 

(Answers on page 502) 
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of all the northern tribes (2 Chron. 11: 
14-17). Another large influx from Israel 
into Judah took place in the days of Asa, 
the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and 
Simeon being specially mentioned (2 
Chron. 15:9). After the northern cap- 
tivity took ‘place, Hezekiah sent posts 
throughout all the land, inviting the men 
of Israe] to come to Jerusalem to the 
Passover. Although some scoffed, the 
fact is that they were still in the land 
(2 Chron. 30:10-12). It is quite a mis- 
taken notion that the entire populace 
of Israel] was taken captive. There can 
be no doubt, too, that during the Judean 
captivity, there was a mingling of the 
tribes in the lands of their captivity. 
The measure of freedom afforded them 
would facilitate that. We remember that 
in the days of Esther, the Jews (a name 
which is not confined, to the men of 
Judea) were in all the provinces of the 
empire. When we come to the New 
Testament, the references are sufficiently 
frequent to indicate a good representa- 
tion of the other tribes besides Judah 
(Luke 2:36; Acts 26:4-7; Jas. 1:1). The 
Jews of the New Testament are referred 
to as Israel seventy-five times. They 
were the whole nation. And the Jews 
today constitute the whole nation. Tribal 
identity may be lost, but there are no 
lost tribes, 

Idolatry. There are two kinds of idol- 
atry spoken of in Scripture. One is the 
worship of false gods. This was the 
idolatry of the heathen nations in the 
midst of whom Israel dwelt. Frequently 
the rites connected with the worship of 
these gods were cruel and degrading 
beyond description. Yet in the days of 
apostasy the Children of Israel would 
give themselves with horrible abandon 
to the obscene ceremonies of these for- 
eign cults. But another form of idol- 
atry, which was peculiar to Israel (north 
and south), was the worship of Jehovah, 
the living God, under representations 
made by their own hands. For instance, 
when Jeroboam set up the golden oxen 
in Dan and Bethel, they were set up to 
represent Jehovah, the God of. their 
fathers. He did-not suggest that they 
turn away from Him, but that they 
should regard Him as represented by 
these images. Doubtless the Israelites 
would have denied that they worshiped 
these images. Nevertheless God so re- 
garded it, for these images were ulti- 
mately their idea of God. As soon as 
we set up an image, we have “frozen” 
our conception of God, and it is always 
an inadequate conception. It is alto- 
gether a dangerous and forbidden prac- 
tice. The God who fills Heaven and 
éarth is not to be so insulted. See Ro- 
mans 1:23, 


Practical Applications 

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 
14:34). 

A meteorologist has recently claimed 
that there is more power in an old- 
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fashioned tornado than in the A-bomb. 
Of one thing we are sure, there is more 
power to destroy the nation in moral 
degeneracy, and in departing from God, 
than in all the H-bombs that could be 
dropped on our cities. 

God’s delays in judgment are no indi- 
cation that He has decided to write it 
off. The day is appointed, and it will 
surely come; it will not tarry. 

The historian may see only political 
causes, but the seer perceives the deeper; 
spiritual causes. How do we read his- 
tory? 

Golden Text 

Hosea 14:9.—“The ways of the Lord 

. . the just shall walk ... the trans- 
gressors shall fall.” In other words, the 
ways of the Lord are a highway to those 
who are right with Him, and a pit of 
destruction to those who are not right 
with Him. We need the heart made 
right to teach the feet to walk. See 
Psalm 119: 32. 


E_muurst, ILL, 





Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 














From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” 
“Trust ‘and Obey” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose care and 
kindness are ever with us, we own ‘that 
we have. not been mindful of Thee and 
Thy commands as we ought. We have 
turned so often to our own way. Have 
mercy, O Lord, both in forgiving our 
sins and by inclining our hearts to obey 
Thee at all times. Solemnize us by the 
warning of the lesson we are to study, 
and may we submit ourselves to Thee 
to be led in the ways of peace. Stir Thy 
people to give themselves to the urgent 
task of taking the Gospel to those who 
have never heard it. Use all faithful 
Servants of Thine in their ministries 
this day that everywhere hearts may 
turn to the Lord. Remember our sick 
friends and loved ones, those who 
mourn, and all who are in any distress. 
Help and support them till their trial 
has passed. Prosper the cause of right 
and restrain. the workers of evil. From 
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the threatening perils of our time may 
we be spared, and let Thy Kingdom 
come and Thy will be done on earth as 
in Heaven, for the sake and glory of 
our Saviour. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—William Penn once 
said that the people who will not be 
ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants. 
Our lesson today is full of this truth. 
Israel fell before Assyria through re- 
fusing to be ruled by God. Here is some- 
thing for all people of the “free world” 
today to lay to heart. The story of this 
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kingdom that~fell to Assyria, never to 
rise again, can be summed up in three 
statements: Freedom Found; Freedom 
Misused; Freedom Lost. *They entered 
into freedom when God, centuries be- 
fore, delivered them from bondage in 
Egypt. He established them as a free 
people in Canaan, but required them to 
keep His laws if they would enjoy His 
protection. This they failed to do. In- 
stead, they misused their freedom by 
living after their own desires rather 
than according to God's commands. 
They forgot that their God-given lib- 
erty was not a freedom to please them- 
selves, but to please God. 

This is something all free people are 
in danger of forgetting’ The liberty 
the Pilgrim Fathers sought was not lib- 
erty to please themselves, but liberty to 
do God’s will. And only as free people 
use their freedom to please God can they 
expect to retain their liberties. Some- 
one once said he wished the Statue of 
Liberty had been fashioned with an 
open Bible in the hand. Certainly it is 
people who study and obey God’s Word)’ 
who are most likely to obtain and retain 
freedom. Only those who will be gov- 
erned by God can be trusted with free- 
dom. More important than able leaders, 
great resources, and powerful weapons 
in defense of freedom are trust in and 


- obedience to the living God, 


Cavcary, ALTA., CAN, 
bd 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“For so it was that the children of 
Israel had sinned against the Lord” (2 
Kings 17:7).—In addition to this general 
statement regarding their sin, notice the 
detailed enumeration just in the printed 
portion of our lesson. 

They feared (or worshiped) other 
gods. They walked in the statutes of 
the heathen. They secretly did those 
things which were not right. They built 
high places (for altars) in all their 
cities. They set up images and ves. 
They burnt incense to idols. ey 
wrought wicked things to provoke the 
Lord to anger. They actually served 
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idols; and they hardened their necks 
like unbelievers. 

They sinned thus despite the fact that 
the Lord had delivered them from their 
galling slavery to Pharaoh. He had also 
driven out the Canaanites because of 
their hideous abominations; and brought 
Israel into the land. He gave them His 
commandments and statutes, and warned 
them against idolatry. He sent His 
prophets to plead with them to turn 
from their evil ways. 

If any justification were needed for 
God’s allowing judgment to fall upon 
Israel, there we have it. 

The Lord through His prophet Hosea 
gives us the secret of Israel’s continu- 
ance in those sins. He said, “And they 
consider not in their’ hearts that I re- 
member all their wickedness: now their 
own doings have beset them about; they 
are before my face” (Hos, 7:2). 

The consideration of the fact that God 
knows all, sees all, and remembers all 
will act as a preventive. One day the 
astronomer Mitchell was engaged in 
making some observations on the sun, 
and, as it descended toward the horizon, 
just as it was setting, there came into 
the rays of the great telescope the top 
of a hill seven miles away. On the top 
of that hill were a large number of 
apple trees, and in one of them were 
two boys stealing apples. One was get- 
ting the apples, and the other was watch- 
ing to make certain that nobody saw 
them, feeling certain that they were un- 
discovered. But there sat Professor 
Mitchell, seven miles away, with the 
great eye of the telescope directed fully 
upon them, seeing every movement they 
made as plainly as if he had been under 
the tree. Often it is thus with men. Be- 
cause they do not see the eye that 
watches with sleepless vigilance, they 
think they are not seen (The King’s 
Business) : 


“Israel did secretly those things that 
were not right” (2 Kings 17:9).—‘So 
wedded were they to their evil prac- 
tices that when they could not do them 
publicly, could not for shame or could 
not for fear, they would do them secretly 
—an evidence of their atheism, that they 
thought what was done in secret was 
from under the eye of God Himself and 
would not be required” (Matthew 
Henry). Secret sins are just as destruc- 
tive as open. sins. ‘ 

After a violent gale one night a great 
tree was found lying across the pathway 
in a park where through the years it 
had been developing a noble growth. 
Nothing but a splintered stump remained 
standing. Examination showed there 
had been another development besides 
that of its stately beauty. For it was 
rotten to the core, because of the secret 
workings of a multitude of insects which 
for years had lived and multiplied. 
Judgment was not passed on that tree 
by the sudden gale, but went forth from 
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the very moment that the first insect 
nested within its bark. 

“Notwithstanding they would not hear, 
but hardened their necks” (2 Kings 17: 
14).—Notwithstanding all the expres- 
sions of His love, care, and provision 
for them, they would not listen, but 
stiffened their necks against Him. They 
were characterized by a willful and 
stubborn determination to have their 
own way. 

Commenting on the word “goodness” 
as used in Hosea 6:4, Dr. G, Campbell 
Morgan says: “The Hebrew word ren- 
dered goodness has as its’ root meaning 
the idea of bending the neck; and in 
use it was constantly employed as re- 
ferring to the attitude of graciousness, 
and of goodness in that sense. The word 
suggests that attitude of life which bends 
the neck.” P 

Let us profit from Israel’s mistakes 
and bend our necks in submission to 
His will, and not harden them in pride 
and self-will. 

“The Lord was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them .. .” (2 Kings 17:18). 
—The wise man of old said, “He, that 
being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy” (Prov. 29:1). And the 
memory selection in connection with 
our lesson says, “The ways of the Lord 
are right, and the just shall walk in 
them: but the transgressors shall fall 
therein” (Hos, 14:9). Israel transgressed 
and fell. 

“The kingdom continued for a period 
of about 250 years, and the inspired rec- 
ords of those eventful years of Israel’s 
kings and people furnish us with little 
more than repeated and fearful exhibi- 
tions of lawlessness and evil. Out of 
the nineteen kings that reigned from 
the great schism to the deportation to 
the land of Assyria, only seven died 
natural deaths, (Baasha, Omri, Jehu, Je- 
hoahaz, Jéhoash, Jeroboam II, and Mena- 
hem); seven were assassinated (Nadab, 
Elah, Joram, Zachariah, Shallum, Pe- 
kahiah, and Pekah); one committed sui- 
cide (Zimri), one died of wounds re- 
ceived in battle (Ahab); one was struck 
by the judgment of God (Jeroboam); 
one died of injuries received from a 
fall (Ahaziah); and the other and last 
(Hoshea) apparently was cut off as foam 
upon the water” (C. Knapp). 

In view of Israel’s sad history, does 
it not become us to say: 

My great, my wise, my never-failing 

Friend, 

Whose love no change can know, nor 

turn, nor end! 

My Saviour-God! who gavest Thy life for 

me, 

Let nothing come between my heart and 
Thee! 


Wawona, Catir. 
we 


Forget not all the sunshine of the way 
By which the Lord hath led thee. 
—Frances Ridley Havergal, 


Juné 1 2, 1954 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, God’s dealings with Is- 
rael as a nation is a fair picture of 
the way He deals with individuals, The 
same forbidding of sin, the same rewards 
for obedience, the same inevitable pun- 
ishment for disobedience. “Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked: for whatso- 
eyer a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal..6:7). And just as God was 
gracious and patient with Israel during 
frequent backslidings, just so He has 
been patient with you and me. Would 
you mind taking pencil and paper and 
listing the number of times and differ- 
ent ways in which you have knowingly 
sinned against God’s clear commands, 
how many times you were sorry and 
ashamed and begged forgiveness and 
the punishment was stayed? Doubtless 
you would be unable to record it all, 
for the list would be so long. 
But there was a limit for Israel, and 
after nineteen kings had risen up, one 
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Lesson for June 27 
after another, and had flagrantly prac- 
ticed idolatry and other outrageous sins 
against God’s explicit commands, over 
a period of more than two hundred years, 
the proud nation was crushed and a 
multitude of its citizens were carried 
away captive by a heathen foe. God 
allowed a pagan people to be the in- 
strument of the long-delayed punish- 
ment. 

And, fellows, there is somewhere along 
the line a limit for us, both as+«individ- 
uals and as a nation. It is not at all 
outside the possibilities that our proud 
and prosperous and beloved United 
States might meet a similar fate, or even 
a worse one, if we as a nation do not 
repent and change our ways. We do 
not worship idols of wood and stone, as 
Israel did. Indeed they have no attrac- 
tion for us; but an idol is anything or 
any interest that comes between us and 
God, or the service of God. We have 
many idols, and we surely are devoted 
to them, 

We are a Sabbath-breaking nation. 
Every kind of amusement and sport is 
engaged in on God’s holy day. We are 
told by those who know, that the U.S.A. 
leads the world in crime, in divorce, in 
juvenile delinquency. The U.S.A. spent 
in 1952 for alcoholic beverages $63.80 
per capita, which figure takes-into ac- 
count babies, children, and abstaining 
adults. What would the figure be if it 
stated the amount spent per capita by 
the drinkers! We spend more than four 
times as much for liquor as we do for 
“religious purposes and welfare activ- 
ities combined.” Mr. J. Edgar Hoov 
(F.B.I) has recently reported that crim- 
inals are increasing in number at the 
rate of 4 to 1 compared to the current 
increase in population; that while our 
population increased 4 per cent in the 
past ten years, crime increased 20 per 
cent in the same period. 

We love our idols, and we as a nation 
are ignoring God and flouting His laws. 
There may be a catastrophe awaiting us, 
and coming soon, compared to which a 
Babylonian captivity would-be a picnic! 
And our “executioner” could be a nation 
that openly defies God, even as in God's 
permissive will the Assyrians punished 
Israel. 

As a rule we can gauge the approach 
of an event by the extent and rapidity 
with which we move toward it. Twenty- 
five years ago we, the U.S.A., felt secure 
in our isolation from possible enemy 
nations. Two wide oceans lay on our 
eastern d western shores. We were 
prosperous, well fortified, well armed, 
and sitting pretty. But since 1930, amaz- 
ing discoveries of scierice and the de- 
velopment of air power have served to 
practically obliterate those defensive 
barriers, and we have moved right up 
to the dead line of “anything can hap- 
pen.” The clock of destiny seems to 
indicate “one minute to twelve.” 


If there was ever a time in the world’s 





history when there is need for Christians 
to get on their knees and pray, it is 
right now. And as is always the case 
when problems or situations of any kind 
arise, we have the solution in God’s 
Word. He is saying to us today with a 
meaning as never before: “If my peo- 
ple, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves,'and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land” (2 Chron, 7:14). 

Fellows, you and I need to pray as 
David prayed: “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting” (Psa. 139:23, 24). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
D4 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


GIRL whom I shall call Polly once 

came to our Sunday school. Polly 
did not understand the way to Heaven. 
In one of our tests I asked: “Are you 
saved? If so, how do you know?” She 
answered the first question, “Yes,” but 
after the second one wrote, “Because I 
do what’s right.” I explained the way 
of salvation over and over, but was not 
sure she understood, until we had a 
test on the books of First and Second 
*Kings. Then I asked: .“What ‘judgment 
did God pronounce on the nation of Is, 
rael? Did it really happen?” -She an- 
swered, “That they would be taken cap- 
tives to a strange land,” and, “Yes, it 
really happened.” The next question 
was, “Will the judgment God has pro- 
nounced on this world really happen? 
If so, how may we be saved from it?” 
This time she wrote, “Yes” and then, 
“By taking the Lord Jesus as our Sav- 
iour right away.” Polly’s life after that 
proved that-she really had been born 
again. The Lord used her to bring her 
own mother to the Lord, 

Our lesson today is on the fact that 
the judgment God had foretold for the 
nation of Israel really did happen. For 
nine weeks ~we have been studying the 
northern kingdom of Israel, composed of 
the ten tribes that broke away from the 
house of David. Their history as a sep- 
arate,nation lasted only about two hun- 
dred and fifty years, from 975 to 721 
B.C. Although they had nineteen kings 
during that time, not one tried to turn 
the people’s hearts back to God! In- 
stead, they led the people into awful 
idolatry! God warned the kings directly, 
and sent different prophets to tell them 
that if they did not. repent they would 
be carried away as slaves to a foreign 
country. Because they ignored God's 
messages, this finally took place during 
the reign of Hoshea, the last king of 
Israel. Hoshea had become king by 
killing his predecessor, Pekah. : 

While Hoshea was king of Israel, the 
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king of Assyria came and overran the 
land of Israel. He told Hoshea he could 
still be king if he would pay tribute to 
him and be loyal to Assyria. Hoshea 
promised to do this, but,after a few 
years he stopped paying the promised 
tribute and sent messengers to the king 
of Egypt to come and help him fight 
against Assyria. Because of this, the 
king of Assyria bound Hoshea and put 
him into prison. 

Turn to 2 Kings 17 and read verses 
5, 6. The Prophet Jeremiah prophesied 
during the three sad years when Samaria 
was besieged. And so the history of 
the northern kingdom ended, never to 
begin again. However, God’s Word says 
that a remnant of these people will be 
brought back into the land as part of 
the whole nation of Israel, yet to be 
saved and to enjoy the glorious reign of 
their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

First’ Kings 17:7-18 give the reasons 
why God allowed the ten tribes to be 
carried away into captivity. There are 
many of them, but perhaps they may be 
classified under three headings (1) Turn- 
ing From God, (2) Going Into Idolatry, 
(3) Treating Other People Wickedly. 
As we read this passage together, you 
three girls list the phrases that have to 
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do with turning from God, you next 
three, tMose on idolatry, and the rest 
of you put down:those showing their 
wickedness to others. As these lists are 
put on the board, let’s mark the sins 
we need to watch out for today. 


Turning From God: 
*They sinned against the Lord. 
*They would not listen to the Lord. 
*They hardened their necks, 
*They did not believe in the Lord. 
*They rejected His statutes, His cove- 
nant, and His testimonies. 
*They turned away from all the com- 
mandments of the Lord. 
Going Into Idolatry: 
They feared other gods. 
They built high places. 
They set up images. 
They burnt incense. 
They served idols, especially Baal. 
They made images of two calves. 
They worshiped all the host of heaven. 


Treating Others Wickedly: 

*They did secretly things which were 
not right. 

*They wrought wicked things, 

*They followed vanity and became 
vain. 

They caused their sons and daughters 
to pass through fire. 

They used divinations and enchant- 
ments, 

*They sold themselves to do evil. 


Well, we have marked all of the sins 
listed under “Turning Away From God,” 
ang most of the sins listed under “Treat- 
ing Others Wickedly.” Going away from 
God always means going into sin, while 
turning to God always means turning 
away from sin. We who are Christians 
need to guard against sin in our lives. 
Let us go to the Lord every day and 
confess any sin that we have allowed. 
If we fail to do this, then we will feel 
His chastening, if we are truly His chil- 
dren. We saw from Hosea that while 
God hates to punish His people, He must 
do so because He is holy and cannot 
tolerate sin upon them. And the more 
we love Him, the more we, too, will 
hate sin. 

Are there any in this class who are 
still unsaved? God does not want you 
‘to go to hell. He gave His only begotten 
Son that you might be saved, but if 
you will not come to Him, you will 
have to share in the judgments God has 
pronounced on this sinful world. Re- 
member, as the girl I told about at the 
beginning of the class realized, “God’s 
judgment is sure to happen.” As surely 
as those who accept the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour are saved, so all those who re- 
ject Him are lost. Are you saved or 
lost? If you are still lost, won’t you do 
as Polly advised, and take the Lord 
Jesus as your Saviour right away? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Lesson for June 27 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: ° 
The End of a Kingdom~ 
(2 Kings 17:7-13, 22, 23) 


ROM the chart, review the wicked 

kings: Jeroboam I,.Ahab and Jezebel. 
This should bring mention of the wor- 
ship of the calves and of Baal, as well 
as other incidents. 

Punishment was coming! Assyria from 
the east was conquering other nations 
and coming nearer. The king of Israel 
bought them off with money. But later 
they came again. The east and the 
north parts of their country surrendered, 
and the people were carried off from 
their homes to a far land. Again the 
king of Israel paid money to Assyria. 
For several years he kept paying money, 
and. Assyria let them alone. But one 
year he did not send any money, and 
the king of Assyria heard that he was 
trying to get Egypt to help him. He 
wouldn’t get away with that! On came 
the army of Assyria. One city after 
another had to give up. 

But strong walls and gates kept the 
city :of Samaria safe. Maybe Assyria 
could not break down those heavy walls. 
But they could starve the people out! 
So the army stayed on. Month after 
month went by. The food in the city 
was eaten up. How could they bring 
‘any in from the country with the enemy 
all around? Those feasting, drinking, 
lazy nobles Amos had seen must have 
been starving hungry by now! One 
other time they had been so starved that 
they ate their own children! (2 Kings 
6:26-29.) Probably they did this time, 
too (Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28:53-57). After 
three years they had to surrender. The 
king of Israel was put in prison in chains. 
The people of Israel were lined up and 
marched off, hundreds of miles to a dis- 
tant land. 

Why did:all these terrible things hap- 
pen to them? You know about the 
calves and Baal which they worshiped. 
But that was not all. They had other 
idols on every high hill and under every 
green tree. They worshiped the stars 
in the sky. They even burned their 
own children instead of lambs as offer- 
ings to the gods. The Lord warned them 
through His prophets. (Refer to the 
chart and review briefly the six prophets 
Ifsted there.) But the people would not 
listen. The Bible says that “the Lord 
was very angry with Israel, and removed 
them out of his sight” (2 Kings 17:18). 

“The ways of the Lord are right, and 
the just shall walk in them” (Hos. 14:9). 
What are the verses of Psalm 1 that tell 
about the just walking in the Lord’s 
ways? As we repeat the verses that tell 
about the ungodly, think about the peo- 
ple of Israel. You know now why ter- 
rible things happened to the juniors and 
grownups of Israel long ago. What about 
you Juniors now in this good land? Do 
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you obey the Lord’s voice and walk in 
His ways? Every one of you is already 
starting to walk in one way or the other 
—‘“in the ways of the Lord,” or in the 
“way of the ungodly.” 

Draw, a stick figure standing at the 
fork of a road. Label one, “The ways 
of the Lord,” and the other, “The way 
Along each, list 
thoughts from Psalm 1: Law of the Lord, 
fruit, prosper, Lord takes care of him; 
blow away, go down in judgment, won’t 
get into Heaven. Draw a ‘block for 
Heaven at the end of one road, and a 
sharp line across the other for “perish.” 

God is now bringing His people back 
to the land of Israel. Tell the children 
something about it. Prophecy is coming 
true in our days, (Amos 9:14, 15; Hos. 
1:10, 11.) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Not Worth the Price Paid.—The ways 
of the Lord are right, and the just shall . 
walk in them: but the transgressors shall 
fall therein (Hos. 14:9, Golden Text). 
In Albuquerque, a taxi driver, his gar- 
bage uncollected, tried leaving it in a 
neat package on his cab’s back seat. Said 
he, “It works. I watched one woman 
througlf the mirror. She spent five min- 
utes stuffing it into her shopping bag.” 
We can imagine her thoughts when she 
unwrapped the package. At heart she 
was a thief, and she demonstrated be- 
fore her eyes that what is gained by sin 
is not worth the price that is paid for it. 
It would have been the same had the 
package contained a thousand dollars. 
Nothing gained by sin—nothing—is 
worth the price paid for it. The heart 
may be thumping while the package is 
being stuffed into the shopping bag, but 
disgust will come when the package is 
opened. “The wages of sift is death” 
(Rom. 6:23).—From Revelation. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Revealing, but Powerless To Cleanse. 
—The children of Israel had sinned 
against the Lord their God (2 Kings 
17:7). One evening I was riding in a 
railroad train by the banks of a river. 
As I looked into the car window I could 
see, in obscure fashion, the objects in 
the car. True, the vision was not clear. 
Everything was dim and shadowy; I 
was seeing in a glass darkly. But sup- 
pose, as I sat there peering out in the 
twilight, some mystic hand had suddenly 
put a coat of quicksilver on the outside 
of that windowpane. Instantly the whole 
situation changes. The shadowed win- 
dow becomes a perfect mirror. Every- 
thing inside that railroad car stands out 
clear and distinct. I have now a “full 
knowledge” of all the objects in the car 
where before all was dim and uncertain. 
Mr. Moody used to say, “The law is like 
a mirror let down from Heaven. It 
shows us the dirt on our face, but can- 
not wash it off."—From James H. Mc- 
Conkey. Sent by W. Py Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


His Own Chain.—And walked in the 
statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out from before the children of Israel, 
and the kings of Israel, which they had 
made (2 Kings 17:8). A vivid illustra- 
tion of sin and how it works is an old 
story of the Middle Ages. During that 
time there lived, a smith who boasted 
that he could break any chain, except 
one forged by himself. He committed 
some act which displeased the noble 
whom he served, and he was punished 
by being condemned to the dungeon. On 
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the way to the dungeon, he boasted that 
he would soon be out again as he was 
sure he could break any chain put upon 
him. When he was chained, he imme- 
diately started to look for the flaw in 
the links which would set him free, but 
he found his own mark on the links, and 
knew he was hopelessly bound by his 
own handiwork, and could not escape be- 
cause of his own chain. So many sins 
start so small and so innocently, and we 
are certain we can break these self- 
forged chains at will, but they grow 
strong until we cannot break them, and 
it is we ourselves who have made our 
chains, for all evil comes from within, 
existing in the mind first—From Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


If God Took Us Always at Our Word. 
—And the children of Israel did secretly 
those things that were not right against 
the Lord their God (2 Kings 17:9). Peo- 
ple still believe they are fooling God 
and their fellow man, but— 

Just suppose the Lord should begin to 
make people as sick as they say they 
are on Sunday morning. 

Just suppose the Lord should take away 
the child whom parents use as an ex- 
cuse for staying away from church. 

Just suppose the Lord should make some 
people as poor as they say they are 
when asked to help finance His pro- 
gram. 

Just suppose the Lord should have every- 
one stonéd for covetousness, as He did 
Achan. 

Just suppose the Lord should strike dead 
all who lie about giving or paying the 
tithe as He did Ananias and Sapphira 
for lying about money matters. 

Just suppose the Lord should let some 
parents look into the future and see 
what their example and lax control 
did for their children. 

Just suppose all Christians should really 


live consistently and prove by their / 


lives that they really love the Lord. 
Yes, just suppose, and then, by the help 
of the Lord, go forth and live and 
serve as if eternity were coming right 
soon. 
—From Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


Modern Graven Images.—And they 
built them high places in all their cities, 

‘ and they set them up images 
2 Kings 17:9, 10). British scientists 
have been staggered by the exposure of 
“the most outrageous hoax in paleon- 
tological annals.” For forty years the 
“Piltdown man” has been masqueraded 
as man’s ancestor. This supposed “miss- 


, ing link” between modern man and the 


ancient ape now turns out to have been 
bogus. Building upon their apelike an- 
cestor, great and brainy men counted it 
a mark of. wisdom to reject God’s Word 
about man’s creation. In this latest ex- 


‘ posure of their gullibility they have suf- 


fered the just humiliation and rebuke 
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which their folly deserves. When men 
of old shut the God of. Glory out of their 
minds, they became “vain in their rea- 
sonings, and their senseless heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools” (Rom. 1:21, 22, 
A.S.V.). . That these overwise scientists 
have been exposed spells good fortune for 
poor humanity, for men cannot be fur- 
ther hurhbugged by this hoax. But what 
of the forty years of criminal killing of 
thé faith of millions of young people?— 
From the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Procrastination Not Included.—Turn 
ye from your evil ways, and keep my 
commandments .. . they would not hear 
(2 Kings 17:13, 14). God has promised 
forgiveness to your repentance, but He 
has not promised tomorrow to your 
procrastination From the Pentecostal 
Evangel. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Lest He Believe.—They . . . hardened 
their necks (2 Kings 17:14). A mission- 
ary hoped that a Mohammedan teacher 
would become a Christian. He was much 


impressed for a time, and then he dis- - 


appeared. Later he turned up, and gave 
this as his reason for staying away. He 
said: “I felt that, if I talked with you 
again, I should become a Christian. So 
I hardened my heart and stayed away.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD hates sin. We have been learn- 

ing that in our lessons each Sunday 
for many weeks, haven’t we? We must 
never forget it: God hates sin! And if 
sin is not confessed and forsaken, it must 
be punished. Never forget that! / 


Long, long ago the neople whom God 
dearly loved sinned continually against 
Him. He sent His prophets to warn them 
that He was displeased. The prophets 
faithfully told His message: if they did 
not forsake their sin, they would be pun- 
ished. But the people kept right on in 
their wicked ways. Their greatest sin, 
you remember, was that of worshiping 
false gods—which really were not gods 
at all. They themselves had created the 
gods which they worshiped.. 


Amazingly enough, God's people tried 
to hide the fact that they were wor- 
shiping make-believe gods. The Bible 
tells us they did it “secretly” (2 Kings 
17:9). Apparently they-~were ashamed 
of their sinfulness and perhaps they even 
thought that God did not see them. Im- 
agine that! Away down deep in their 
hearts they knew that God knew every- 
thing—everything they did, everything 
they said, everything they thought! But 
they tried to hide their sin. (You see, 
the people who lived long, long ago 
were really very much like us, weren’t 
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they?) In the Book of Psalms we read, 
“Thou hast set our iniquities [sins] be- 
fore thee, our secret sins ih the light of 
thy countenance” (90:8). Nothing is 
hidden from God. Nothing! 

God’s people had become slaves to sin. 
At first they chose to sin—they did so be- 
cause they wanted to. Yet they knew He 
had commanded them never to worship 


false gods (Exod. 20:4). Finally they’ 


sinned because they had to—they were 
slaves to their sin. (See Gal. 6:7.) Sin 
is an awful thing, as awful today as it 
was long ago. 

Before God punishes the sin that He 
so much hates, He does everything He 
can to draw the ones He loves back to 
Himself (see Rom. 5:20). God’s great 
desire is that each sinner will return 
from his evil ways. And He makes the 
way back to Him so simple that some- 
times we think it is too easy: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Confession, you know, means telling God 
what we have done that is wrong (even 
though He already knows each wrong 
thing), and then promising Him that 
with His help we will never do that 
thing again. That means that if we con- 
tinue practicing that sin, we really 
haven’t confessed it. And then some 
day in some way God will have to pun- 
ish us for that sin. Oh, sin is an awful 
thing! God hates sin! 

So after warning and warning and 
warning His people in every loving way 
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that He could, He finally had to.send the 
promised punishment. And this is what 
He did: He caused a neighboring nation 
to war against the people whom He had 
loved. When they (the Assyrians) had 
won the battle, they took God’s people 
as captives up to their own land: What 
an awful dey that must have been! The 
men who had been Israel’s leaders doubt- 
less had their hands tied behind them 
and they were led away as slaves of a 
nation who did not love or serve God. 
Oh, how they must then have wished 
that they had obeyed the loving warn- 
ings which God had sent through His 
prophets! 

God hates sin just as much today as 
He did.long ago. And He has given us 
His Word, the Bible, and good Sunday 
school teachers to help us to know what 
sin is—and to show us how to confess 
it and forsake it and live to please Him. 
Whatever your sin is, right now is the 
time to ask God’s forgiveness, and prom- 
ise Him that, with His help, you will 
seek to please Him each day of your life. 

Teachers’ Note: “What is the wonderful 
charm of evil?” writes Joseph Parker. 
“... The Devil seems to be more attrac- 
tive than God. One would have thought 
that one vision of triith, beauty, Heaven's 
own light, would have forever fascinated 
us, and made us incapable of meanness, 
wrongdoing, untruthfulness, or any form 
or color of iniquity. But it is not 
so. The Devil is most charmful! We 
know he tells lies, but he tells them elo- 
quently. We are aware that he cannot 
keep any ‘promise that he ever made, 
yet when he puts out his black hand to 
us we grope for it in the dark, and think 
the fellowship not without ddvantage! 
Who can explain this?” 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 494) 


. Hoshea. 

(1) Shalmaneser; (2) Sargon. 

. Three years, 

. 22 BC. 

. Hoshea’s alliance with So of Egypt 
(2 Kings 17:4), and his failure to give 
the annual tribute to Shalmaneser, 

6. Sennacherib (2 Kings 18:21), 

7. Nearly 150 years.’ 

8. Refusal to walk in the ways of the 
Lord: 

9. They sinned against clear light (2 
Kings 17:12), and in face of the constant 
warnings of the prophets (v. 13). 

10. The worship of false gods and the 
worship of God under the form of 
images. 

E._muurst, ILL, 


and 


ae 


Show me a nation that has given up 


the Sabbath, and I will show you a 
nation that has got the seed of decay.— 
Moody. . ‘ 
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The Bible in the-Public Schools 


(Continued from page 489) 


organized because they believed that the 
fundamental need of the nation was 
moral or character edygcation. A faculty 
was formed as an Institute of Moral 
Research. This institution cited ten rea- 
sons why moral education should be 
given in our public schools, and the first 
reason was that moral education should 
be the foundation of all intellectual edu- 
cation. The second reason followed 
naturally from the first, that our public 
schools are the only means of universal 
moral education of youth. 

It may be well to recall Webster’s defi- 
nition of education: “Education compre- 
hends all that series of instruction and 
discipline which is intended to enlighten 
the understanding, correct. the temper 
ahd form the manners and habits of 
youth; and fit them for usefulness in 
their-future station; to give them a re- 
ligious education is indispensable.” 


(To be continued) 
w 


The Tribulation Martyrs 
(Continued from page 492) 


and Israel is moved upon by God to 
become His servants. 

3. They are numbered. God knows 
them that are His. Israel will not have 
been exterminated when that time ar- 
rives in the program of God. His 
earthly people as the treasure hid in the 
field, lost to the world, will be brought 
forth to Him. 

And now appears a mighty host of 
fruit unto God through the service of 
this godly remnant, far greater than man 
can number. They are a universal, cos- 
mopolitan company, coming out of all 
nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues. 
They have a standing before the throne. 
They have a standing before the Lamb. 
They had no standing before the wicked 
ones of earth, and probably were quickly 
dispatched by their.murderers by some 
horrible form of martyrdom. Now they 
are robed in the white robes of the 
King’s providing. They hold the palms 
in their hands, because they are victors. 
As conquerors they are ready to wel- 
come the great King at His glorious 
coming. 

4. They are worshiping the God they 
serve and the Lamb they adore. They 
own no creature merit or human worthi- 
ness. At the sight of these worshipers, 
angels, elders, and living creatures fall 
down in rapt adoration of God, and once 
again another worship meeting in 
Heaven is in full swing. Notice the 
position of the angels. They form an 
outer circle (v, 11). We will be nearer 
than angels, close to the throne of God, 
and dear to the heart of God. Angels 
cannot remain unmoved when the re- 
deemed bow in worship. 

5. They are Tribulation saints. They 
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have passed through the fires of perse- 
cution. There were saints before Church 
saints. There will be saints after the 
Church has been raptured. 

6. They are washed white. They have 
been through the fountain for sin and 
uncleanness. Not whitewashed, but 
washed whiter than the driven snow. 
There has been only one remedy for sin 
in every age, and that remedy is shed 
blood. Every pardoned and redeemed 
sinner owes everything to God’s ap- 
pointed way of atonement, and without 
shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sins. , 

7. Cruel sufferings are over for these 
martyrs. Their persecution is forever 
past. They shall hunger no more. Tears 
shall never trickle down their faces 
again. All want is past, and gone/is all 
loneliness. 

8. The Good Shepherd is the Lamb 
(Psa. 23). He satisfies their souls. He 
leads them beside living fountains of 
waters that never shall run dry. His 
staff comforts them. He feeds them with 
the choicest of earth’s blessings. His 
presence protects them from all harm as 
they dwell under the shadow of the 
Almighty. No foe now can harm them as 
this wonderful One upon the throne 
dwells among them. He that toucheth 
them toucheth the apple of God’s eye 
(Zech, 2:8). 

(To be continued) 


Glimpses of Indian Tribal Lore 
on the Alaska Tour 


(ae by native sculptors of the 
Eskimo country from cedar trees, 
the fantastic shapes and figures they 
created for totem poles represented 
tribal and family legends. These totems 
were not worshiped. Missionaries of the 
Gospel were not opposed by the Alas- 
kans, and for a hundred years or more 
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churches have been among the first 
buildings erected in Alaskan towns and - 
villages. 

The purpose of the totems was to per- 
petuate the memory of historical events 
and tribal legends.” To tell stories, the 
totem designers used figures they were 
familiar with: animals, birds, whales, 
fish, creatures of the forest and sea. 
Some of the totems were fifty-five or 
more feet high, and were painstakingly 
carved with crude, primitive tools made 
of bone, stone, and other minerals. As 
a finishing touch, they were colored with 
vegetable and mineral paints mixed by 
the natives. Famous tribal totems, 
which have been objects of interest for 
former Christian Fellowship Cruise 
parties, were made by these Alaska 
tribes: Tlingits, Haidas, and Tsimshians 
in Alaska; and by the Kwakiutis, Bella 
Coolas, Nootkas, and Makahs along the 
British Columbia coast of the Inside Pas- 
sage. 

The S.S. Chilcotin, a luxurious ship 
carrying 106 passengers, will be the home 
of the Christian Fellowship Cruise for 
ten days on the Inside Passage. Before 
and after this delightful part of the 
tour, there will be visits to national 
parks in the United States. Full details 
will be found in an illustrated, 16-page 
folder, which may be obtained free upon 
request addressed to the Editor, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. Readers who 
cannot go this summer, but are inter- 
ested to know more about Alaska, are 


_ welcome to copies of the booklet. 


The New Director of 
the China Inland Mission 


OSWALD SANDERS, home director 
e in Australasia since 1946, has ac- 
cepted the invitation to become general 
director of the China Inland Mission 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship. This 
announcement was made by Arnold J. 
Lea, overseas director, by a cable from 
Singapore received in Philadelphia on 
May 26, which was the eighty-eighth an- 
niversary of the sailing of the first party 
of C.I.M. workers to China in 1866, 
For twenty years dean of the Auck- 
land (N. Z.) Bible Institute, Mr. Sanders 
is also well known as a Bible teacher and 
author. He visited North America in 
1947 and again in 1951, 


w 
Attractive Announcements 


of Church Services 


HE Christian cartoonist, Jack Hamm, 

whose Gospel cartoons are being 
published in nearly one thousand news- 
papers, has drawn ninety arresting head- 
ings for posters and handbills to be used 
in announcing regular and special meet- 
They may /be used for Bible 
classes, church services, evangelistic 
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campaigns, and the like; and in paid 
newspaper advertising. Believing that 
“a headline set in straight type cannot 
begin to compete with the artistic head- 
ings used in adjacent ads,” Mr. Hamm 
has done both drawings and printing to 
be used in the headings. 

The ninety drawings are shown on 
three “master sheets,” which also give 
prices for single copies in quantities. 
These may be obtained from Religious 
Drawings, 3309 Brookview Drive, Waco, 
Tex. 
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Christian Schools 
(Continued from second page) 


basis for the Christian school program. 
It is apparent that a Christian school 
must first of all be Christian, But a 
school is not Christian because it teaches 
Bible and applies its principles to secu- 
lar study content. In a truly Christian 
school all subject content is interpreted 
in a God-glorifying, Christ-honoring 
manner. Every teacher must first of all 
be a Christian—a born-again person. 
But everyone who is a Christian is not 
necessarily a Christian teacher. A Chris- 
tian teacher is one who teaches all sub- 
ject matter in a Christian way. Method- 
ology as well as study content must be 
Christian. In this respect Christian edu- 
cation is a radical departure from secular 
instruction.” bad 

Dr. Fakkema has written a training 
course entitled, “The Philosophy of 
Christian School Teaching,” which con- 
tains thirty-two lectures. It has been 
givernt in many places, such as Wheaton 
College, the Winona Lake School of 
Theology, Seattle Pacific College, and 
Biola, Los Angeles, with very good re- 
sults. The Association has much valu- 
able literature on the subject of the 
Christian school, and information con- 
cerning this literature, membership, and 
the various services rendered by the 
Association, may be had upon request, 
sent to the address given above. ‘ 

Shortly before this article was written, 
there came into the Editor’s hands Dr. 
Frank E. Gaebelein’s exceptionally fine 
new book, “The Pattern of God’s Truth 
—Problems of Integration in Christian 
Education.”1 Dr. Gaebelein is the well- 
known headmaster of the Stony Brook 
School, and this small volume contains 
four lectures given at Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary and the Conservative Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary in Denver. 
There are many things that one would 
like to quote from Dr. Gaebelein’s book 
in speaking of Christian education, but 
just a few examples may be given: 
« ., the school or college that would 
develop a Christ-centered and Biblically 
grounded program must fly from its 
masthead this standard, ‘No Christian 
education without Christian teachers,’ 


1 Oxford University Press, New York 11; 
$2.50. ‘ , 
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D. L. Meedy once seid: 


C, ‘ “I am thankful to tell you that I have 

Pe r some splendid men and women in the field. 
; A aad My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 
than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have guided 
Moody Bible Institute through the 

years and kept it true to God. 


This is the 
third in a series 
of the leaders of 

MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 


It took the keen discernment of D. L. Moody to discover in a small, quiet 
Boston rector a man with an ‘unusual teaching gift and executive ability. But 
discover him he did, and induced Dr. James M. Gray to come to Mooby BIBLe 
INSTITUTE as a lecturer and extension worker. Soon after Dr. Reuben A. Torrey 
resigned for his world evangelistic tour, Dr. Gray became head of the Institute, 
a position he held until the time of his retirement in 1934, just a year before 
his homegoing. 

Coming on the scene at a time when Bible study was almost entirely of 
the analytical type, Dr. Gray gave a fresh emphasis to investigation of the 
Book of books with what he called “synthetic Bible studies.” Not only at MBI, 
but throughout the country, large Bible classes began to put the far-separated 
truths of the Scriptures together, rather than quibble over Greek roots and 
verb tenses. 

Dr. Gray served in the position of directing executive at Moony BrsLe 
InsTITUTE for more than 30 years, and his success in that field was observed 
and admired by business executives everywhere. Under his leadership every 
department became a model of economy and efficiency, and graduates were 
taught to “do things” as in no other religious institution. In those 30 years, 
MBI grew from a handful of buildings when Dr. Gray came, to more than 25 
buildings at the time of his death. The enrollment changed from two or three 
hundred in the Day School to more than 900; in the Evening School from 
nothing to upward of 1,000 annually; and in the Correspondence School from 
zero to an average of more than 9,000. 


Today Moovy Bre Instrrure is still forging ahead in the path outlined 
by the GRAND MEN who under God founded and directed it. Its many 
ministries reach millions of individuals for Christ each year—individuals in 
every country of the world. But the chief ministry of the Institute remains that 
of furnishing tuition-free Bible training to consecrated young men and women 
‘who are preparing for lives of Christian service—both as full-time workers 




















and laymen. 
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Prayerfully chosen epochen throughout the en- 
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power and blessing. 


For particulars write 
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and must never, under any condition, 
pull its colors down. Compromise of 
this issue, if persisted in, always results 
in the progressive de-Christianizing of 
an institution.” On the secularizing of 
all education: “What can be done about 
the situation? The answer is that a 
great deal can be done about it, provid- 
ing our Christian education will pay the 
twofold price of hard thinking plus hard 
work.” In order to mdke “Christ and 
the Bible integral to its curriculum,” the 
Christian school “must seek and develop 
devoted Christian teachers who, along 
with competency in mathematics, sci- 
ence, languages, or social studies, -are 
able also to give instruction in Bible. 
Such teachers, particularly on the sec- 
ondary level, need not necessarily be 
technically trained as Biblical scholars, 
although such training is valuable. They 
must, however, .. . be individuals whose 
primary spiritual and intellectual resi- 
dence is in the Bible.” 

The National Association of Christian 
Schools publishes several striking stories 
to illustrate the need of giving our chil- 
dren a thoroughly Christian education. 
One of them tells of a Canadian farmer 
and his wife, on a certain cold evening 
about a quarter of a century ago, who 
decided to take a short cut through a 
great wheat field on their way home. 
Their small boy was with them, and each 
supposed that the other was taking care 
of him. But the little boy wandered off 
and was lost in the great field. The 
father and mother hunted all that night 
and the next day and the following\ day 
asked ‘their friends and neighbors to 
join them in the search, all to no avail. 
Finally, on the fourth day, the father 
asked the whole town to help them, and 
to join hands and comb the field, which 
they did. 

“Suddenly one of the young men well- 
nigh stumbled over the boy,” concludes 
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the story. “He picked him up. The boy 
was limp. He looked into the glassy 
eyes. He knew the boy was dead. With- 
out saying a word he brought the lifeless 
boy. to the father. The father took him 
into his arms. Realizing what had hap- 
pened, he exclaimed with trembling 
voice as he lifted his eyes heavenward, 
‘O God, the child is dead. Why didn’t 
we join hands before!’” 


we 
Absence of Apostolic Miracles? 


(Continued from second page) 


(published in 1919 and evidently out of 
print), the author took up every passage 
of Scripture relating to tongues, and the 
cessation of the genuine gift today. Rec- 
ognizing that Mark 16:9-20 is a contro- 
verSial passage, and that the verses are 
not found in the two oldest Greek manu- 
scripts, Dr. Scroggie nevertheless deals 
with the implications of the text. He 
writes: 

“The signs, therefore, of ‘whi our 
Lord spoke in Mark 16 were evidential 
accompaniments of the Gospel preached 
and believed during the apostolic age, 
an age which was unique in character, 
in that it rang out the old economy and 
rang in the new. The manifestations in 
such an age were also, in many particu- 
lars, unique, and in this matter of signs, 
among others; so that to expect the con- 
tinuance of these; after the close of the 
age of which they were the hallmark, 
is wholly to misconstrue the significance 
both of-that age, and of this.. A careful 
examination of the .New Testament 
Scriptures leads us to believe that the 
miraculous signs of which we have been 
speaking tended to cease even during 
the apostolic peried, and were operative 
chiefly before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, in A.D. 70, when the chosen peo- 
ple were denationalized, for the time of 
the present age of grace.” 

Dr. Scroggie says further: “The signs 
wrought in Egypt immediately preced- 
ing Israel’s release have their parallel 
in the signs wrought during the apostolic 
period, which ushered in the present 
economy. Let us remember that at the 
time of which we are speaking there was 
no New Testament to which appeal could 
be made, and for this reason, in part, no 
doubt, signs were vouchsafed to them as 
evidences of the Divine presence and 
power. But now the New Testament, 
which was then in process of formation, 
is completed, and to that we make ap- 
peal; that is our power and our author- 
ity, rendering the working of miracles 
unnecessary. . . . The present is not an 
age of sensuous signs, but of spiritual 
power, and if, for lack of experience of 
that power, we resort to what is sensu- 
ous, we need not be surprised that the 
Devil makes the most of the opportunity. 
If it had been the Divine purpose that 
throughout this dispensation signs should 
uniformly accompany the messages and 
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messengers of the Gospel, it is incredible 
that there should have been no reference 
to that. purpose in the Epistles of the 
New Testament. That there is no such 
reference, an examination of all the pas- 
sages which make mention of signs 
serves to show.” 

Finally, writes Dr. Scroggie: “We con- 
clude, therefore, that the mirac]gs of the 
apostolic age, which served during that 
period as signs, have ceased to be dis- 
played, the need for them having been 
superseded; and that in the present age 
sensuous evidences have given place to 
spiritual evidences.” 

The Rev. Philip R. Foxwell, son-in- 
law of President J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., of 


Shelton College, and a missionary to 


Japan of the Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions, recently sent 
out a paper answering the question, “Can 
We Expect Signs and Wonders Today?” ! 
Mr. Foxwell quotes Sir Robert Ander- 
son, Dr. Bengamin B. Warfield, the well- 
known theologian, and other scholars. 
“Herman Cremer,” he writes, “considered 
the extraordinary gifts belonged only to 
the extraordinary office of apostles. 
Other Christian scholars after careful 
research came to a similar conviction. 
Warfield cites Bishop Kaye as one of these 
who believed the extraordinary gifts 
ended with those upon whom the apos- 
tles conferred them. Kaye testifies: ‘I 
may be allowed to state the conclusion 
to which I have myself been led by a 
comparison of the statements of the Book 
of Acts with the writings of the Fathers 
of the second century. My conclusion 
then, is, that the power of working mir- 
acles was not extended beyond the dis- 
ciples upon whom the apostles conferred 
it by the imposition of their hands. As 
the number of these disciples gradually 
diminished, the instances of the exer- 
cise of miraculous powers became con- 
tinually less frequent, and ceased en- 
tirely at the death of the last individual 
on whom the hands of the apostles had 
been laid. That event would, in the 
natural course of things, take place be- 
fore the middle of the second century.” 

One of the most scholarly treatises 
ever written on this difficult subject is 
“The Silence of God,”2 by Sir Robert 
Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D., who was for 
thirteen years head of the Criminal In- 
vestigation Department of Scotland Yard, 
and at the same time a devout and care- 
ful student of the Bible. In his preface 
Sir Robert says: “The argument of these 
pages is that what may be called evi- 
dential miracles have no place in this 
‘Christian dispensation.’ In the ages be- 
fore Christ came, men may well have 
craved tokens of the action of a personal 
God. But in the ministry and death and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God has so plainly manifested not only 


1The Bible Times, January 15, 1954, 1235 
Matsunoki Cho, Suginami-ku, Japan. 
2 Publications, 525 Eastern Ave., S.E., 


Grand pids 6, Mich. 
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His power, but His goodness and love 
toward man, that to grant evidential 
miracles now would be an acknowledg- 
ment that ‘questions which have been 
forever settled are still open.” 

Of the miracles of .Christ, Sir Robert 
says: “It is nowhere suggested that they 
were given to accredit the teaching; 
their evidential purpose was solely and 
altogether to accredit the Teacher” (p. 
41). He points out that after the death 
of Stephen, “never. again was a public 
miracle witnessed in Jerusalem” (p. 83). 

“The purpose of the miracles, more- 
over,” he further writes, “was to accredit 
the Messiah to Israel, and not, as gener- 
ally supposed, to accredit Christianity to 
the heathen. And thereforey as Scrip- 
ture plainly indicates, they continued 
so long as the testimony was addressed 
to the Jew, but ceased when, the Jew 
being set aside, the Gospel went out to 
the Gentile world”: (p, 162). “The era 
of the reign of grace is precisely the era 
of the silence of God. . . . From the 
throne of the Divine Majesty there has 
gone forth the proclamation of pardon 
and peace, and this without condition or 
reserve. And now a silent Heaven gives 
continuing proof that this great amnesty 
is still in force, and that the guiltiest of 
men may’ turn to God and find forgive- 
ness of sins and eternal life.’ God is 
Silent because He has spoken His last 
word of mercy and love, and judgments 
must await the ‘day of judgment’—there 
can be no place for it in this ‘day of 
grace’” (pp. 164, 165). 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








To Teach Others Also. By R. Hudson 
Pope. (Children’s Special Service Mis- 
sion, London, W. 1; may be had from 
publisher at 3 Cawthra Sq., Toronto 5, 
Can., $1.) The importance of a spiritual 
ministry among children, and how. to 
conduct it successfully, is aptly dis- 
cussed and explained in this handbook 
for teachers and pastors. Himself ex- 
perienced and expert in this field of 
labor (he has been at the work of 
evangelism among children for nearly 
fifty years), Mr. Pope stresses the need 
of showing even the youngest child how 
to be saved from sin. That we must 


teach youngsters as well as grownups 
the fundamental doctrines of ‘Christian- 
ity is also emphasized. The book includes 
a dozen of the author’ Ss Messages on such 
subjects as Repentance, the Death and 
Blood of Christ, Resurrection, Regener- 









BUY DIRECT at 


low Wholesale Prices | 
EASY TERMS 


if Not Satisfied 





. My 
CORONET 
Royal is ‘tops’ 
for tone, beauty and playing ease. 

MARY CHRISTEL, Valders, Wisc. 
Use our personal selection service to make 
sure you get the accordion best suited to your 
needs. Consult us freely. Make your choice 
from the World’s Largest Selection of Fine 
Imported Italian. Accordions—over thirty 
models of the ten best makes to choose from! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 
Lifetime Guarantee 


Wherher beginner, advanced student or 

ional be sure you get our /ow DIRECT 
prices. Special discounts to students, teachers, 
missionaries, pastors and Christian workers. 
Your satisfaction is assured. Every accordion 
is covered by our Lifetime Guarantee. And 
remember our plan of PLAY BEFORE YOU 
PAY and Big Savings make it easy for you to 
own a famous name accordion of superb 
beauty and rich organ-like tone. When buy- 
ing get the best. Act NOW for full FREE 
offer. JNo obligation. Terms as low as $10 
down, small monthly payments. Your old 
accordion in trade. 


FREE Color Catalog 


Save up to 50%. Buy direct from 














2003 W. Chicogo Avenue, Dept. TN6, Chicego 22, il. 














508 (24) * 
Twice Born—and Then? 


By Rev. Andrew Gih, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 
Founder and President of “‘Evangelize China” Fellowship 


In two parts: The Story 
and The Message. The 
first part is autobiograph- 
ical, dealing with the con- 
vetsion and witnessing of 
Andrew Gih, son of a 
Confucianist scholar. 
The second part is a 
powerfully evangelical 
message. 
ca 


s Dr. J. Edwin Orr in his foreword, ““The narrative 
. i Rade Gih’s own story—and amazi fascinat- 


is likewise Andrew Gih's personal 
Pd 5) 1 gripping and heart-searching.”’ 


Regarding the second . Dr. Orr says, ““The subject 
is a very controv one... but, I think mp our 
pa pre brother's statements are —_—— y clear 

penetrating. ... If the reader and the Christian 
church at le follow the exhortations of this mes- 
sage, the result will be an individual and widespread 
revival.” 


192 pages, cloth binding, only $2 
Order TODAY — Your own personal copy and extra 
copies for study group or missionary society. Address 
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ation, Salvation, and the Second Coming 


of the Lord Jesus, among others. The 
treatment is sensible, skillful, and Scrip- 
turally sound; ably demonstrating what 
should be taught and how it may be 
done. Of equally great interest are the 
author’s instructions showing how to 
prepare messages for children, and his 
observations and illustrations regarding 
personal work and the supreme impor- 
tance of maintaining personal fitness for 
the Lord’s service. Here is a powerful 
and practical treatise that will be useful 
to all Christian workers whether they 
be reaching after boys and girls or men 
and women, A small, but serious and 
solid book, yet with occasional flashes 
of humor, its value goes far beyond its 
size, 


The Pattern of God’s Truth. By 
Frank E. Gaebelein. (Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, New York 11; $2.50.) Four 
lectures on “Problems of Integration 
in Christian Education,” which were 
given at Dallas Theological Seminary 
and the Conservative Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary (Denver), are con- 
tained in this volume by Dr. Gaebe- 
lein, who has been headmaster of the 
Stony Brook School for Boys for thirty 
years. He tells how to make a school 
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thoroughly Christian, relating all sub- 
jects to.the Bible and at the same time 
maintaining high scholastic standards. 

Dr. Gaebelein points out weaknesses in 
modern education, quoting from famous 
educators; and supports his argument 
for Bible-centered teaching by frequent 
reference to the Bible and to the writ- 
ings of.«such men as Justin Martyr, John 
Calvin, Martin Luther, Pascal} Samuel 
Rutherford, and others. It is very sat- 
isfying to find Dr. Gaebelein presenting 
a strong case for the meticulous care, 
accuracy, and adherence to truth that 
should mark all true scholarship, 

The four lectures or chapters are each 
divided into several sections, some of 
which are particularly noteworthy. For 
example, the section on “The Fine Arts 
—Music” is a timely plea for higher 
standards in our Christian music today 
—and this becomes the more impressive 
when one realizes that Dr. Gaebelein is 
an accomplished pianist. He does not 
sweep away all Gospel music, but has 
some stinging words for some kinds of 
music and instruments used in evange- 
listic services. Another impressive sec- 
tion is the discussion of “The Promo- 
tion of Christian Education,” that is, 
advertising, and the great need for avoid- 
ing exaggeration and telling the real 
truth. 

Perhaps one of the most practical con- 
tributions of Dr. Gaebelein’s valuable 
little book is his plan by which a Chris- 
tian school can make “Christ and the 
Bible integral to its curriculum.” Briefly, 
it is to “develop devoted Christian 
teachers who, along with competency in 
mathematics, science, languages, or so- 
cial studies, are able also to give in- 
struction in Bible.” Dr. Gaebelein tells 
just how this may be done in the section 
on “Bible Teachers in ‘Secular’. Depart- 
ments.” 

This is a new, valuable handbook on 
the foundation principles of Christian 
education, which the head of every 
Christian school and college ought to 
read, and which would make profitable 
reading for every Christian teacher. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 27 
2. Freedom in Disciplined Living 
(2 Tim. 2:8-19) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa) 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and afe 
used by permission. 
E SAW last week that the political 
freedom, under which we enjoy the | 
right to worship God according to the 
dictates of our consciences, has come to 
most of us as an inheritance from our 
forefathers. They suffered and, in many 
cases, died that we might have national 
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liberty and a government under which 
men and women may have the greatest 
possible liberty with the least possible 
interference from authority. But in an 
infinitely greater sense we may enjoy 
spiritual freedom because of the sacrifice 
and death of another. Nothing that we 
could do could possibly earn for us sal- 
vation from sin. 
There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He [Christ] only could unlock the gate 
Of Heaven, and let us in. 
—Mrs. Ced@il S. Alexander. 
4 
However, there is a danger of being 
uncertain as to the tenses of our salva- 
tion. The Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary’s 
cross paid with His own shed blood 
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the price for our deliverance from the 
penalty of sin. To those who accept 
what He did there, and who believe on 
Him as their personal Saviour, there is 
no more condemnation, or judgment 
(Rom, 8:1). Every believer “hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come intd con- 
demnation [judgment]; but is passed 
That 
is the past tense of salvation. 


: ye 

But God has not saved us from the 
penalty of sin and left us to stumble 
along through this life as best we can. 
The death of the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the cross also won for us freedom from 
thé bondage of sin here and now. We 
need no longer serve under sin, the task- 
master, because we have a new Master, 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom, 6:22, 23). 
God, therefore, calls upon us to reckon 
upon the fact that with Christ we have 
died to sin, and are glive unto God 
through Him. Therefore we are not to 
let sin rule in our bodies or obey it 
(Rom. 6:1, 12). This freedom from sin’s 


power, here and now, is the present 


tense of our salvation. 


ye 

There is a third, or future, tense in 
our salvation that has to do with the life 
to come. When we shall see the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be with Him throughout 
eternity, we shall be freed, not only 
from sin’s penalty. and its power, but 
from its very presence. Here in this 
life we see sin all about us, and we 
find it constantly seeking to express 
itself through the weaknesses and the 
desires of our sinful and fallen nature. 
But when we see the Lord Jesus we 
shall be transformed in the twinkling 
of an eye and be like Him, with a sin- 
less and perfect nature that will free 
us from the very presence of sin, 


se 

But somehow, some Christians seem 
to be fearful of stepping out in faith 
and counting upon all that God offers 
them in freedom from sin’s power in this 
life. They are willing to believe that 
Christ died to deliver them from the 
penalty of sin, and they “hope” that some 
day they may be among those who are 
delivered from the presence of sin, but 
they cannot quite believe that God wants 
them to live in this world free from the 
power of sin. Their attitude is one that 
says, “It is too good to be true.” And 
yet the fact of the matter is that it is 
good because it is true. God Himself 
says it. “For sin shall not have do- 
minion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. What then? 
shall we sin, because we are not under 
the law, but under grace? God forbid. 
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death; or of obedience unto 
righteousness? But God be thanked, that 
ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
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What? 


Armageddon may be even now begin- 
ning. Read carefully Revelation 7 and 
you will recall the 144,000 of the twelve 
tribes of Israel who spring up to evan- 
gelize the remaining peoples of the 
world, each'a mighty Paul in spirit. 
These are all Jewish; the Holy Spirit 
even puts down the names of the tribes: 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Joseph, Benjamin, 
etc. 


These 144,000 will testify to the soon 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
soon establishment of that Kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed: ' They 
will even be martyred for their testimony. 
How we wish that we had the voice of a 
thousand trumpets to sound the tran- 
scendant importance to our churches of 
evangelizing Israel now! There is not 
a moment to lose! 


Give Israel the Gospel Torch 
It is to this task of Gospelizing the Jews that 
weare committed. We are traveling together 
—you to whom God also has given these visions 
and we of the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews as your servants, as the agency 
through which you can,operate: Let us ad- 
vance together in discharging faithfully the 
duty put upon us by the inescapable challenge 
of obedience to His will. What a privilege 
is such a calling at a time like this! It ib later 
than we think! And sooner than we think 
we shall hear the shout from the heavens 
above, and shall be taken up away from the 
judgments that will then be poured out upon 
this earth with unrelenting fury because God's 
patience will have been fully exhausted. Are 
you with us? Your fellowship in this work 
of God's urgency will qualify you for the 
blessed promise of Genesis 12:3. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 


TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 W. 72nd St., Room 6, New York 23, N.Y. 


In Canada: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 


Ged bless you in your stirring work of 
evangelizing Israel in which I join with the 
enclosed offering of $..................... 
sent you as a token of my fellowship. You 
may please send me your monthly magazine 
“The Chosen People.” 
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WANTED: Fundamental Christian to purchase a 
* growing six-year-old Bible k store 
business in a fast growing southwestern city, =m, 


dry climate. Write Adv. No. 719, Me guadey Schoo 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5 








CAMP GOOD NEWS 
ON CAPE COD 


ate camps for boys and girls, ages 8 to 18. 
season “er same management. 207 acres. 
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For Destitute 
Hebrew 
Christian 

Children / 
Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in Haifa. 
HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy Christian 
children. 
WITH YOUR HELP they are being _trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 


Address all communications to: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon Street Dept.ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
This mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by renowned Christian leaders in the United 
States and Europe. 


You Like Comic Books? 


A boy read a Comic, got his red 
jacket, said, “I can fly, too,” jumped 
off the cliff, died. hildren caught 
in robbery said, “We read it in 
a Comic Book.” 

ONE Christian magazine of comic 
size for children, with comics, sto- 
ries, puzzles, contests, etc., is avail- 
able. Replace the bad with the 
better. 








$2.50 a year 
MYCHUM  BoxS$ Highland, Ill. 














IT’S A MAN’S WORLD...at 


DEERFOOT LODGE 


(for “men” 8 to 18) 
Enjoy swimming, fishing, canoeing, 
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obeyed from the heart tHat form of doc- 
trine which was delivered you. Being 
then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness” (Rom. 6: 14-18). 
ye ° 

Again there are those who fear to 
claim the freedom from sin’s power that 
God offers in this life lest such freedom 
lead to excess. But notice that the free- 
dom God offers us is not freedom to do 
as we please, but to do His perfect will 
unhindered by the bondage of sin. 

ye 

Nor is the service of Christ, to which 
we gladly and freely give ourselves, a 
burdensome obedience, or one that will 
deprive us of the best things in life’ It 
is a glad and joyous obedience to the 
One who will withhold from us nothing 
that is good. “No good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly” 
(Psa. 84:11). It is a service that is 
performed, not by compulsion, but out 
of a heart filled with love and devotion 
for the One who has done so much for 
us. Did you ever hear of a young man 


_who had’ to hold himself ‘back lest he 


do too much for the young woman he 
loved and had chosen as his life partner? 
Our service for Christ, if He is ruling 
and reigning in our hearts as Lord and 
Master, will be like that of the little girl 
with whom someone sympathized be- 
cause the baby she was carrying was 
so heavy. “He’s not heavy,” the little 
girl retorted indignantly, “he’s my 
brother.” 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee, 


June 21 to 27 
Mon.—2 Kings 17:1-12. The Fall of Israel. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “The king of As- 
syria took Samaria, and carried Israel 
away into Assyria.” Thus ended the 
northern kingdom as God had warned. 
Israel would not believe, though God 
had warned them over and over again 
by His prophets; and so they had to 
learn the hard way. This will also be 
true of all those who do not believe 
God’s warnings. They shall have long 
days of mourning. Punishments an- 
nounced to obstinate sinners fall upon 
dull ears; as in those days of old, so 
those who will not believe God shall 
feel His rod. Pray that Christian par- 
ents will read God’s Word to their chil- 
dren. 


Tues—2 Kings 17:13-23. 
Refusing To Repent. 
PraYER SuccEstions; “They would not 
hear, but hardened their necks, like to 
the neck of their ‘fathers, that did not 
believe in the Lord their God.” Their 
stubbornness was indicated in their 


June.12; 1954 
FLORIDA LOTS: Oris pec eens 


and location in central Florida. Ideal for investment 
or immediate home construction. $23,180. : Terms. 
Dr. McKee, Alpine, New York 


Reading This May Be God’s Call to You! 


Consecrated men and women missionaries, indus- 
trial workers, doctors, nurses, and teachers are 
urgently needed now/ Our Mission, founded in 

926, ‘is undenominational and evangelical. We 
also welcome your prayerful support. 


AMERICAN GOSPEL MISSION OF INDONESIA 
Rev. Sa.vaoor M. Deicano, Secretary 
1859 Daly Street, Los Angeles 31, California 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


14 West 40th Street 
é. M. HALL, Ine., New York 18, N.Y. 














CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes— 
ORPHANAGES FOR CAST-OFF CHILDREN 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 


542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, lilinols 














THE BOOK PEOPLE ARE READING TWICE: 


The Master's Touch 


Helen Lloyd Dubuar 


“A literary work of great beauty. .... Warrants 
adult re-reading, for it has depth, yet the action and 
humor adapt it to youthrul enjoyment. ’. Mrs. R. 
Bryson, formerly of Secretariat of United Nations. 
“Christian testimony is without question.”” Christian 
Reader’s Review. “Tops in Christian fiction for me.” 


Reader. 

AT THE BEST BOOKSTORES 
If sold out order direct from: H. Dubuar, 376 William 
Street, E. Orange, N. J. 


380-page cloth volume, $3.00 postpaid: anywhere in 
North America. Gift-wrap 20c extra. Profits to 
missions. 








“The Gospel is for the American Indian, tool” 


-The American Indian Mission, 


Incorporated 


Is a New work—a Faith work—a Grow- 
ing work reaching Indians in United 
States and Alaska. 

Interdenominafional—Evangélical 
LISTEN! The Indian is knocking at your 
door. Your help is urgently needed. 
Literature —Indian-head Bank + Prayer 
List gladly furnished on request. 


REV. R. W. GOWAN; Director: 
Custer, South Dakota 
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Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 

Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add $1 each per year, for post- 
age. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








mocking the messengers of God—despis- 
ing His words—and misusing His serv- 
ants, (2 Chron. 36:16). We, too, are 
* warned by the Word of God not to 
“harden” our hearts, “as in the provoca- 
tion, and as in the day of temptation 
in the wilderness: when your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
work’”” (see Psa. 95:8, 9). Pray for more 
conscience-awakening preaching in your 
congregation. 


Wed.—2 Kings 17:32-41. 
A Degraded Priesthood. 
PRAYER Succestions: “They ... made 
unto themselves of the lowest of them 
priests.” These are false and corrupt 
ministers. There always have been false 
teachers. Thesé corrupt ministers have 
Plagued the godly, and done irreparable 
damage down the centuries. They will 
increase toward the end of this age 
(Matt, 5:19; 7: 15-23; 24:4, 24; 2 Pet. 2:1- 
22; 1 Tim. 4:1, 2). These are “wolves” 


among God’s sheep; “false apostles, de- 
ceitful workers.” The spiritual condi- 
tion of a-church cannot rise above that 
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of its leadership. Pray for the needed 
revival among the ministers of Christ, 


Thurs.—Proverbs 3:1-12. 
Remembering God’s Law. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My son, forget 
not my law.”, Many seem to try to for- 
get God’s Law, as if God had made a 
mistake in giving the Ten Command- 
ments. They ignore it, even though the 
end of the Gospel; for those who walk 
after the Spirit, is the fulfillment of the 
righteousness of the Law. Possibly con- 
fusion has come from applying New Tes- 
tament references to the law moral, by 
which comes the knowledge of sin, in- 
stead of to the ceremonial law done 
away in Christ. That Law by which 
sinners see their guilt and sin still ap- 
plies to the ungodly (see Rom. 7:7-13; 
1 Tim. 1:5-11). The Law is for the con- 
demnation of sin; the Gospel presents 
Christ’s cure for sin. The diagnosis 
should always precede _ prescription. 
Pray for Korea. 


Fri.—Isaiah 1:1-9. A Rebellious People. 


Prayer Succestions: “Ah sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters: 
they have forsaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger, they are gone away backward.” 
We live in days like those of Isaiah's 
period. We can use his phrases to set 
forth much of our current wickedness. 
Open defiance of divine authority, and 
even organized resistance to the Word of 
God and to the God of the Word, spear- 
headed by Russia, will ultimately come 
to a climax in many nations rejecting 
the Christ of God (see Psa. 2:1-3). Pray 
for revival in your church and country. 


Sat.—Isaiah 2;2-9. The Eternal Judge. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He shall judge 
among the nations.” This prophecy re- 
fers to Christ. The Father has com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son. He 
shall judge saints and sinners; singly and 
corporately, as the Word declares: “He 
will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead” (Acts 17:31). (See whom He 
shall judge—Rev. 0:12.) Pray for more 
fear of God in saints and sinners. 


Sun.—Isaiah 1:24-31. God’s Judgment. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The: destruction 
of the transgressors and of the sinners 
shall be together, and they that forsake 
the Lord shall be consumed.” God is 
bound to separate from Himself, in His 
holiness, all that work abomination and 
make a lie. The Devil and his angels, 
and all who love iniquity, shall be right- 
eously condemned, and banished from 
the presence of God and the glory of 
His power. This certainty ought to be- 
come for many a motive for repentance, 
faith, and holiness, for the final pun- 
ishment of the wicked will succeed. 
Pray for your sinning friends, 
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On the shores of beautiful Lake Okoboji 
Arnolds Park, lowa 
Interdenominationa! — Scriptural a Missionary —_ Spiritual “ 


Conferences 
Freedom Conference: F . ALE. 3,4 ang 5. =e Annual 


Bible and Misslonses Come Scoiember's « 15. Min- 


isters’ Retreat and 
Li Prophetic Custoeseans Ceptans 
Bire programs and information pee R. ry Brown, 
rector, 2006 Douglas Street, Omaha 2, Nebraska. 
conferences address Conference Headquarters, 
Arnol 8 rem. Iowa. 





Visual Aids by 
Expert Teachers 


} } Ghocostet, Bool ond 
Safety 

{ Grode through, & H. 
ExceHent for low- 
Cost. Write for Gataleg, 


“Colting Unlimited” 
roll about flying. 
“Doliars tod Sense” 

Positive approach to good habits, Grades 2-8. 
“He Ran a Race” 

Written by ateacher, authenticated by acoach 

“A Tower of Strength"’ 

Health rules by analogies, Grades 2-8. 
Approx, 50 frames—20 Min. Only $2.25 each. 

Order - > ae 
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EXPOSITORY PREACHING 


District Si intendent says: “I have 
studied for the ministry in three schools 
but this has done me more good than all 
the Homiletics courses I have ever taken. 

. —the Rev. A. B.” 


A real BIBLE HOMILETICS course fer 
study at home. Write for detalis. 
P.O! Box 5046, Los SS, Calif. 





















































the RIGHT tract 
ta the RIGHT place 
at the RIGHT time 





You can be a 
missionary 
and soul-win- 
ner by using 
Gospel tracts. 
Send for free 
samples, 
along with 
brochure de- 
scribing our 
work and a 
leaflet on tract 
distribution. 


witeto AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Dept. SST 21 West 46thSt. New York 36, N.Y. 
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HER NAME WAS TASIA 


ER NAME WAS TASIA. The name is not 
- important but her story is, for it is typical 
of the many thousands of Greek boys and 
‘girls who have become old before their time. 


One dark night;Communist bandits crossed the 

northern border of Greece and attacked the village 
where Tasia lived. They plundéred her parents’ 
home, and as her father ttied bravely to defend his 
family, one bandit drew his pistol and shot her 
father dead. Griefsstricken, Tasia’s mother 
dropped to her knees by her 
husband’s side, vainly hoping 
that her husband wes alive. 
Showing no compassion, the 
bandits shot .the mother, too. 
They “then set fire to the 
house, thus completing their 
evil work of destruction. So 
it was that Tasia became an 
orphan and joined the ranks 
of the many thousands of 
other Greek children who 
had. lost their homes and- 
loved ones. 


One little Greek boy, 
whose mother was dead and 
who had no knowledge of 
where his father was, told us 
that he stole, simply because 
he had to live. We'have dis- 
covered that. many. of the 
Greek boys and girls have 
never fully recovered from 
the shock inflicted upon them 
by war, persecution, and the 
loss of their parents. Many 
of these unfortunate children 
have been taken in by their 
aged grandparents. They 
live in damaged buildings 
| which become more dilapi- 
dated each succeedi win- 
ter. The clothes of these 
children ofttimes become 
threadbare and past mend- 
ing; their shoes become too 
small and they have little 
hope of obtaining another 
pair. As the children grow, 


Please address all gifts and correspondence to: 


GREEK RELIEF FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S., Director for North America. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc. (Member Mission |.F.M.A.) 
811 Westview Street, 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing $ ——__— 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of the Greek children. 





Name 





Street. 





City 


The children of Greece need your help 
and loving interest 


their appetites increase, but there is little increase 
in their food ration. What a tragedy it is to read 
reports that there are four hundred thousand or- 
phans and neglected children in Greece! 


One Greek father told us that he spent nearly 
all of his weekly earnings on milk and bread ‘in 
order to keep his children alive and healthy. Even 
today, many children in Greece are not getting their 
daily milk; they are listless, thin, and undernour- 
ished. Besides all this, the children and the 

people of Greece have had to 
wage a tremendous battle 
against the ravages of tuber- 
culosis. 


The European Evange- 
listic Crusade and its mis- 
sionaries in Greece recognize 
the overwhelming physical 
and spiritual need of these 
children. It is our urgent 
desire this summer to send 
underprivileged, neglected 
children of Greece to a Chris- 
tian Summer Camp. In this 
camp, children who have 
suffered so much physically 
will be given a pleasant 
change from their drab sur- 
roundings. We desire to 
feed and clothe them prop- 
erly, but best of all we long 
to tell them of the wonderful 
love of God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ. 


We, the European Evan- 
gelistic Crusade, pass on this 
challenge to God’s people in 
North America. We prayer- 
fully ask that you will not 
withhold your hand from 
giving physical and spiritual 
comfort to these dear chil- 
dren. This Summer Camp 

== will only be possible if you 
4* catch the vision of this tragic 
land and put your shoulders 
to the wheel, thus making 
the camp a reality in the 
hearts and lives of these neglected children. We 
cannot do it without your prayers and without 
your help. 


Here is your opportunity to become both father 
and mother to some Greek child. Ten dollars ($10) 
will help send one child to a summer camp for one 
week. Would you be willing to invest this amount, 
or part of it, to give a child at least one chance of 
happiness and at least one opportunity to hear the 
message of our Saviour’s love? Remember, that 
what happens to the children of Greece today will 
spell out the future of the Greece of tomorrow! 
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